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OH-3008, Robert Orchard, 4-26-2014, WY In Flight 

 

Part 1 

ORCHARD: [00:00:00] I had a girl from the Roundup came out and 

she asked me a lot of -- some of these question.  I ended 

up with it in the damn paper, in the Roundup.   

JUNGE: This isn’t going into the paper -- unless you want it 

to.  This is for posterity.   

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: So I can’t guarantee you that anybody will even listen 

to this for another 10 years, but it’s possible they will, 

and if we say something about Nowood International Airport 

or Flying Farmers, we might strip out a little bit of that, 

but there’s not going to be a whole lot. 

ORCHARD: There -- it -- it shouldn’t.  Yeah, and this is fine 

as far as that goes.  I’m just -- I’m just saying that 

there is some information -- pertinent information in there 

that you may want to read, and then we can talk about it or 

I can reiterate it or something like that. 

JUNGE: Oh, so there’s some stuff in there I can use?   

ORCHARD:  I felt [00:01:00] that there was, but jeez, what a 

lucky break. 

JUNGE: OK.  This -- what -- what’s the date of this paper?   

ORCHARD: Oh, it’s about I’d say two months ago, maybe three.   
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JUNGE: OK.  It’s the Wyoming Livestock Roundup 2014 Winter 

Cattlemen’s edition, and it’s here on page B -- 

ORCHARD:   It starts -- it starts right there with the 

picture.  Then -- 

JUNGE: B1 -- 

ORCHARD:   OK. 

JUNGE: Yeah, it starts -- there’s a picture of you, taken I 

don’t know where. 

ORCHARD:   Yeah. 

JUNGE: Right here? 

ORCHARD:   That was -- no that was taken a picture down -- I 

met her down there in Worland.  And we went -- 

JUNGE: Oh, the reporter? 

ORCHARD:  The reporter.  And -- and there’s some things in there 

that she didn’t quite get right as far as that goes, but 

she wasn’t entirely wrong either [00:02:00] so. 

JUNGE: Well, OK.  Can -- can I read this before we start?   

ORCHARD: This is fine.   

JUNGE: OK, I don’t want to hold you up, but let me stop -- 

 

END OF AUDIO FILE 

 

Part 2 

ORCHARD:   (inaudible) and -- and Ann.   
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JUNGE: Well, you know, can I just put this on -- since I 

might not have access to this later, can I just put this -- 

ORCHARD:   Oh, you can take the damn thing as far as that 

goes.  I don’t care. 

JUNGE:  All right.  This is the Wyoming Livestock Roundup, 

“Running Red, Orchard Works for Consistent Cattle,” and 

this is the Page B1, “Ten Sleep.  South of Ten Sleep 

there’s a ranch that has been in the Orchard family since 

1900.  Third generation rancher Bob Orchard, his son 

Charlie, daughter April and her family helped keep the 

Orchard Ranch thriving.  Orchard’s other children are son’s 

Chris, who lives on the west coast, Mark, a meat science 

teacher in Utah, and Robin, who lives in Cody.   

 

“Rob’s grandfather came to Ten Sleep with the sheep 

business.  He started out as a sheep producer, but through 

the years the Orchard’s Ranch has transitioned into a 

cattle-producing ranch.  ‘Back in those days instead of 

paying wages, he [00:01:00] was paid in ewes.  That’s how 

my granddad got his start in the sheep business,’ explains 

Rob.   

 

“At the end of World War II, Rob’s dad sold all of the 

sheep and worked to get the family solely into the cattle 
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business.  ‘Granddad was not very happy about that.  “He 

told my dad it wasn’t the cows that got this ranch through 

the Depression.  It was the double crop on the sheep that 

did,”’ says Rob.”  And then there’s a little sub or column 

here that says military service.  “Rob was accepted to 

University of Colorado’s ROTC program, and then went on to 

flight school.  There was the particularly special day 

when” -- and she -- you’ve got this crossed out -- 

ORCHARD:   Yeah. 

JUNGE: -- “when he was 16 and signed up for the draft.”  And 

you have written in there, “I received my silver wings” -- 

ORCHARD:  Yeah, my flight wings, my jet wings. 

JUNGE:  -- as jet pilot.  OK.  “‘And it was one of the 

proudest moment -- days of my life when I was able to 

register for the draft,’ [00:02:00] says Rob.  ‘Of course, 

I wanted to go into the Marine Corps, but I always wanted 

to get through school.’”  And then you have down here 

handwritten, “13 months in flight school.”   

ORCHARD:   Yeah.   

JUNGE:   OK.  And then you changed it -- this -- or you crossed 

out this sentence, Rob -- 

ORCHARD:   There’s some that indulge, but I just was trying 

to get up before you when you got here so that it was, I 

thought you might want to read it or look at it so. 
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JUNGE:  Yeah, I wish I would have seen it before.  “Rob 

changed his mind about the Marines and instead went into 

the Air Force for three years.”  And you received the 

Silver Star? 

ORCHARD:  No, I -- I -- my silver wings.  I tried to write down 

there that my flight wings.  I was a jet pilot. 

JUNGE: “After being discharged from the military, he yearned 

to return home and go back to ranching.  ‘It was bred into 

me.  I just wanted to keep punching cows,’ Rob says.  Rob’s 

abil -- flying abilities and skills have come in handy as a 

tool for their ranch along with their saddle horses.  

[00:03:00] ‘Using the plane helps to see what’s going on, 

what’s happening on our ranch, and where the livestock 

are,’ Rob explains.  ‘I can also use the plane if somebody 

needs to come to town due to an injury.  I can just load 

them up and come to town.’”   

 

And then this is subtitled “Improving the cattle herd”:  

“After they transitioned to solely producing cattle, the 

Orchards began looking for new area to where they could 

improve on their herd.  ‘We needed a cross in our Hereford 

cattle so we started running some Red Angus in 1989.  Now, 

it’s mainly just Red Angus now,’ replies Rob.  ‘A lot of 

the white has been bred out of them, and the red baldy is 
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gone.  There’s a few with a freckled face or some with 

white on their belly.’  Rob much prefers his Red Angus to 

the Herefords he has had in the past.   

 

“‘As I have been told a long time back, if we want to get a 

guy who is really good hand -- a really good hand, that can 

do everything, get a guy who has been working with the 

Hereford outfit because they learned [00:04:00] it all 

there,’ teases Rob.   

 

“Cattle goals.  Joking aside, Rob takes his cattle 

operation very seriously, and has a very high -- and has a 

very high goal set for them all.  ‘I always wanted a herd 

of cattle so that when they are run through a gate it looks 

like a faucet was opened up and the water is running 

through,’ says Rob.  ‘All the cattle should look about the 

same size and have a consistent confirmation.  We’ve been 

selling our steers through Superior and the ones that don’t 

quite fit go to a feed lot in Ogallala, Nebraska,’ says 

Rob.  He likes the way that Superior premiers their cattle 

so anyone in the United States can purchase them, and they 

can find a better price as well.   
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“Because cattle ranching and the livestock industry is an 

important part of his life, Rob has also serviced in 

several capacities.  Most notably he was president of the 

Wyoming Livestock board for six years from March 2005 

[00:05:00] to March 2011.   

 

“Diversity.  The Orchards also lease their ranch out to an 

outfitting company from Caspar that is a group of retired 

firemen.  ‘We hunt off horseback,’ Rob says.  ‘If we wanted 

to scare the elk we’d just go after them with four-

wheelers.  They can hear one of those things coming for 

miles.’” 

ORCHARD: That’s right. 

JUNGE: “The elk are used to seeing us on horseback with the 

cows.   

 

“Changing times.  A lot of changes have occurred with the 

beef industry over the years, and Orchard has witnessed 

quite a few of them.  ‘I can remember as a kid buying a 

calf at 12 cents a pound.  In today’s market that’s not 

even in the ballpark.  Now it is at $1.60 a pound,’ he 

notes.  ‘I have watched it gradually work its way up over 

the years.  We’re just a bread-and-butter kind of cow 

outfit,’ states Rob.  ‘It’s a big enough outfit to go for a 
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horseback ride.  We raise a few cattle and we’re not 

raising cattle on the end of a main . [00:06:00]  We have 

enough that when we sell most of the bills get paid.’”  And 

-- and the person who wrote this is Madeline Robinson, is 

an assistant -- is assistant editor of the Wyoming 

Livestock Roundup and can be reached at madeline@wylr.net.  

And then there’s a quote up here, your bread-and-butter 

quote.  And then there’s a picture with another quote under 

that about your best days.  Well, that’s pretty nice.  You 

like that? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, other than -- than the -- my high point -- my 

high point of my career is essentially when I got my -- my 

silver wings from the Air Force.  I’d been in it for 13 

months, I mean I had four years in school at Boulder down 

there, and 13 months in flight school, and come out and get 

my wings.  There’s a lot of guys who wussed out.   

JUNGE: I want to talk, you know -- talk more about that but 

can I start with -- 

ORCHARD: Oh, anything -- 

JUNGE: -- some basic stuff? [00:07:00] 

ORCHARD: I don’t care. 

JUNGE: Today is the 18th of April 2014.  My name is Mark 

Junge, and I’m in the ranch home of Rob Orchard on the -- 

what do you call this, Orchard Ranch?  Is there a -- 
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ORCHARD: There -- we’re at the Lonetree Ranch. 

JUNGE: The Lonetree Ranch. 

ORCHARD: Yes.   

JUNGE: And this is 40 miles south of Ten Sleep -- 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: -- Wyoming.  And Rob, can you give me your full name? 

ORCHARD: It’s Robert Wetzel, W-E-T-Z-E-L, Orchard, Junior. 

JUNGE: Where does the Wetzel come from? 

ORCHARD: Wetzel comes from -- that’s back to one of the names 

that the Zane Gray, he wrote a book about Wetzel.  And he 

was a -- from back in Illinois country, he and his brother 

were out hunting and when they came back they came back 

home and all the [00:08:00] Indians had come and killed all 

the family, but what turned out to be a great-grandmother 

or two greats or grandmother, and she was just a little 

baby and they’d taken her and scalped her and hit her head 

on a stump.  But as we’re a little bit thicker-skulled than 

average, we -- she lived through it.  And but my dad always 

talked about how scared that she was.  She was only three 

years old, something in that area, and how scared that she 

was of Indians. 

JUNGE: What Indian tribe was this? 

ORCHARD: I don’t know.  It could have been the Iroquois, 

whoever’s back in that Illinois area back in there.  I 
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don’t know that, but then anyway, they migrated out here 

and went over into the Lander country.   

JUNGE: Why the Lander country? 

ORCHARD: That was for the Goodriches. [00:09:00]  They’re over 

-- my granddad Charlie, they came from Morning Sun, Iowa.  

But and they -- they tangled up with the Goodriches that 

came out of Colorado.  There was one of the Goodriches down 

-- this was when Denver was barely getting a start.  And he 

had a homestead or something like that down there where the 

-- it’s the Tabor Block in Denver right now.  And he sold 

it.  He said this place is never going to amount to 

anything.  So he sold it for some bacon and flour, and he 

went to back to the west to Silver Plume and started 

panning for gold or silver or something like that.  Then 

they came from there to Lander, but there’s quite a few 

Goodrich’s over in that Lander country. 

JUNGE: Do you know why they came to Lander? 

ORCHARD: Don’t know.  It was a place to go, or maybe that there 

were kin over there.  [00:10:00] I don’t know. 

JUNGE: OK.  What -- what day -- what’s your birth date? 

ORCHARD: Four seventeen ’32. 

JUNGE: Yesterday was your birthday? 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: And you were -- you are now? 
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ORCHARD: Eighty-two. 

JUNGE: I’m sorry, I can’t add.  You are 82.  Well, 

congratulations. 

ORCHARD: Well, I just lucked out one more year, that’s all. 

JUNGE: It’s kind of how I feel. 

ORCHARD: I cheated death one more time. 

JUNGE: Should we let that -- do you want to answer that 

phone, or? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, I need to answer that thing, I think. 

JUNGE: Well, let me get this -- this thing off of you here.  

OK.  Let me put that back on you here.  OK.  We’re back on.  

We missed the call, sorry.  So let’s see your 82.  And your 

wife? 

ORCHARD: My wife is -- is -- she’s 81. 

JUNGE: What’s her name? 

ORCHARD: Phyllis. [00:11:00]  Right now she’s down in Worland.  

She’s got a bit of a sickness going and we don’t know quite 

what it is and some stuff like this.  So she is renting an 

apartment down in Worland and she’s living down there, and 

we’re trying to get some -- getting a doctor, getting 

figured out on what the heck’s going on. 

JUNGE: How many kids did you two have? 

ORCHARD: We -- she’s my second wife, and we did not have any.  

My first wife, we had five. 
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JUNGE: Boys and girls? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, I had three boys and -- and two girls. 

JUNGE: And, I think we read a little bit about them in this 

article here. 

ORCHARD: Yes.  Yeah. 

JUNGE: And they’re all doing well? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, they’re -- they’re all -- Charlie is out here 

helping on the ranch, and my youngest daughter is -- she 

and her husband are out here, and Mark’s teaching school 

over in oh, BYU [00:12:00] of -- 

JUNGE: A science teacher in Utah it says. 

ORCHARD: Yeah, a science teacher in -- over there in Utah at -- 

it isn’t Regis, it -- I’m trying to think what the college 

is over there.   

JUNGE: In Salt Lake City?   

ORCHARD: No, it’s in -- oh -- what’s the -- what’s the -- the 

LDS of the -- that isn’t the BYU? 

JUNGE: Oh, Logan? 

ORCHARD: No, not Logan.  It’s -- any -- anyway, that’s where 

he’s teaching school over there.  And I wanted to say 

Regis, but that’s not it. 

JUNGE: It’s not Salt Lake City.  It’s not Logan. 

ORCHARD: Logan.  And it’s the one that’s alongside the river 

over there.  The -- and -- and anyway, I’ve got -- 
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JUNGE: Ogden? 

ORCHARD: No, it’s not Ogden because it’s over -- it -- it’s -- 

anyway, [00:13:00] it’s a -- it’s a Mormon school.  It’s 

one of the Mormon schools and he’s teaching over there in 

the -- 

JUNGE: Are you Mormon? 

ORCHARD: No.   

JUNGE: OK.  What are you? 

ORCHARD: I’m -- I wrote Episcopalian down there.  Part of it 

I’ve -- I have trouble -- I always have trouble spelling 

it, but it’s -- it’s pretty casual.  I don’t go into church 

every Sunday by driving 80 miles into the churches, and 

whatnot down in Ten Sleep and it just doesn’t pan out so. 

JUNGE: Do you mind going through what -- what’s already been 

described in this paper a little bit so we get it on tape, 

and that is how you folks managed to come to this country, 

because you were in Lander? 

ORCHARD: That’s my grandmother Goodrich and granddad.  Granddad 

met grandmother over in Lander, and they were -- I think 

they were married over there.  And then my dad was born 

down here at Big Trails, [00:14:00] and they lived down 

there where Hamptons are right now.  And anyway, they were 

down there and -- and she had a brother Billy Goodrich and 

he always wanted a ranch.  And so granddad helping his 
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brother in law, they came up and bought what we call -- 

what we refer to it as the Basecreek Ranch, which is 

another four miles back to the west of where we are right 

now.  That was the first ranch where they started.  And 

then OK, there were some hard times, and depressions, and 

some stuff like that, and this -- this place where we are 

right now that we call Lone -- Lonetree, it was the -- it 

was the Brower Horse Camp and that -- that is this and then 

[00:15:00] they had some land down at the cow camp where we 

have the cow camp right now.  And then there was another 

one just before the trouble.  I ended up buying the -- 

buying the -- the Nowood and Deepcreek Ranches, and that’s 

where that they just about the time that the damn 

Depression started.  And -- 

JUNGE: When you say the trouble, now can I interrupt you?  

What do you mean by the trouble? 

ORCHARD: The trouble is -- is trying to keep -- stay 

financially sound.  And that’s where that they OK, they had 

sheep and -- and a lot of stuff like that, but anyway, that 

-- the -- the -- the -- I’m trying to think of the -- the 

what the -- because that old store that you went by down 

there, that’s been [00:16:00] there a long time. 

JUNGE: The mercantile store? 
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ORCHARD: The mercantile off there.  And it anyway, it was there 

and that’s where the homesteaders all came into get 

groceries, and everything like that.  There were homestead 

cabins all scattered around here in a lot of places.  And 

they would come in there and, but they all ran a few sheep, 

and they ran some cattle, and whatnot like that.   

 

And so they anyway, that’s -- that was -- that put together 

the four ranches that we’ve got, but during the Depression 

it was really, really tough to make a living.  I mean they 

were selling cows for three dollars and stuff like this.  

And they also had -- dad talked about a winter, a really 

bad winter that they had in 1919, and they hauled to put 

cattle on the railroad and send them to Alliance, Nebraska. 

[00:17:00]  And the storms were so bad down there that to 

get from the barn to the house they had rope.  They called 

it their lifeline, because you could feel that you couldn’t 

see where the house was because the drifts and the 

storming, but you could keep your hand on that line and it 

would get you back to the house.  And he said when it got 

around to spring and they unloaded the cattle over in 

Lysite.  Lysite is a place that the railroad comes through.  

And he said you could almost walk on dead cattle from there 
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to -- to here.  So, but of course this was -- this was in 

’19 -- that was before the big depression.  And -- 

JUNGE: That was in the ’20s?   

ORCHARD: That was in the ’20s, yeah. 

JUNGE: So what were your grandparents’ names again? 

ORCHARD: My grandparents’ name, one was Charlie and Mabel.   

JUNGE: And -- 

ORCHARD: [00:18:00] And -- and then there was Uncle Bill and 

Aunt Ann.  That was -- Uncle Bill was my grandmother’s 

brother, he was a Goodrich as she was.  And she was rather 

small.  They used to get her to ride in the Fourth of July 

races over in Lander being a jockey and -- 

JUNGE: They had how many kids? 

ORCHARD: They had three -- three kids, my Aunt Fern, Uncle 

Burt, and dad, Bob.   

JUNGE: Now you’re called Rob? 

ORCHARD: Yes.   

JUNGE: Why? 

ORCHARD: Because it’s hard to call to dinner or something else 

like that.  You got the two Bobs.  My dad -- I am a junior.  

So Rob worked out best. 

JUNGE: OK.  So you had -- what about your siblings now, your 

brothers and sisters [00:19:00]? 

ORCHARD: I’ve only got one brother -- 
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JUNGE: One brother. 

ORCHARD: -- and that’s Kent, and he lives down in Ten Sleep. 

JUNGE: Is he ranch -- a rancher as well? 

ORCHARD: No, right now he’s retired. 

JUNGE: Is -- is he older than you? 

ORCHARD: No, he’s -- he’s younger by four years. 

JUNGE: OK.  So your -- your parents settled this place, 

Lonetree? 

ORCHARD: This is the Brower Horse Camp, and this was -- this 

ranch right here was already established.  The barn out 

there, they built that in 1929, and then the -- the other -

- these ranches were all established here.  They were 

living areas as far as that goes.  This in -- in 1910 there 

was a John Young.  He was slamming some sheep up here on 

Trout Creek, [00:20:00] and he said when I was here in 1910 

there was only one log cabin here.  So there’s been a 

certain amount of construction over a period of time. 

JUNGE: Yeah, what all do you have here? 

ORCHARD: Well, we have this house.  We have a house across the 

street.  It used to be the cook house.  Then there’s some 

sheds.  There’s the barn.  The ice house, we took that out, 

you know, where you cut the big chunks of ice that they 

used to get out of -- out of the reservoir up -- up above 

here. 
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JUNGE: What’s the name of that reservoir? 

ORCHARD: Oh, it’s -- it’s got an old friend of mine.  We were 

pouring some concrete one day and he says, “I always wanted 

something named after me,” but so it’s -- the in the mud or 

in the cement he wrote Charles W. Taggert, so.   

JUNGE: So it’s the Taggert Reservoir? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, it’s the Taggert Reservoir.  [00:21:00] We can 

call it that and it’ll -- it answers to any name, so. 

JUNGE: OK.  Well, why was this -- what was the horse camp, 

I’m curious? 

ORCHARD: Well, they didn’t have trucks and cars and all this 

stuff.  They only had horses.  The whole world revolved 

around that’s the way you got moved, that’s the way you 

punch cows, that’s the way you did everything. 

JUNGE: Why wouldn’t you have had your horses at your ranch 

headquarters, I mean why did they call this a horse camp? 

ORCHARD: Because they raised horses out of here.  They ran 

horses to the Badlands that ran everywhere.  And so out of 

that they’d sort -- they had work games and they had saddle 

horses, and if somebody wanted some saddle horse they’d 

come up here and -- and get a horse or something like that. 

JUNGE: So you were raised around -- you were raised with 

horses? 
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ORCHARD: Oh, yes, I’ve been with horses forever.  You see, my -

- my brother, he was a -- he was a -- my brother, 

[00:22:00] Kent was a -- a saddle bronc rider on -- on the 

Arizona college team down there when he went to school.   

JUNGE: Did you get into rodeo? 

ORCHARD: No, I didn’t get into rodeo.  I just broke horses to 

use them to punch cows with. 

JUNGE: You did break horses? 

ORCHARD: Oh, yeah.   

JUNGE: How come you look so good, I mean -- 

ORCHARD: What do you mean look so good? 

JUNGE: You should have broken bones, and --  

ORCHARD: Oh, I’d -- maybe didn’t -- maybe I cheated death one 

more time.   

JUNGE: Did you ever have any adventures that you want to tell 

me about, some stories about your horsemanship? 

ORCHARD: Oh, not -- I’ve -- I’ve run the horses out in the 

Badlands.  They were wild bunches or bunches of wild horses 

out there when dad was in this country.  He was raised a 

whole lot up at Bates Creek.  That was the first ranch.  

And he lived with Uncle Bill and Aunt Ann when he was 

[00:23:00] -- when he was up there, and he’d go to school 

in the -- in the winter, and then come back and punch cows 

and with the roundup wagons and everything else.  But he 
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was born at Big Trails, which is the end of the oil down 

there right now.  That’s where he went off the -- that’s 

where he went off the oil.   

JUNGE: So you broke wild horses? 

ORCHARD: We raised -- when I got out of the service, dad and I 

got together and we said we got to do something to help 

ourselves with the horses.  We’re not -- we’re not working 

like we should.  And so we bought from Shorty Creed down in 

the Colorado country, he had a stud and five or six mares 

down there.  And we bought the mares and the stud.  They 

were not going to be inbred.  We -- we bred that one -- one 

stud down there for a long time and those were the horses 

that I was -- that I was [00:24:00] breaking, and there’s 

quite -- there’s quite a lot to break in a horse.  It isn’t 

just oh, they buck him off a little bit in the corral, and 

then they’d reign and then they do all this stuff.  It’ll 

take a year to make a real horse. 

JUNGE: Really? 

ORCHARD: Or that you can use them and they’re -- a year or 

longer, so. 

JUNGE: Well, did you raise quarter horses? 

ORCHARD: Yeah.  No, that’s what it was.  It was -- it was a 

Skipper W blood -- bloodline, that’s what we had and -- 

JUNGE: Did you ever have any accidents on a horse? 
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ORCHARD: Anybody that’s -- anybody that’s ever been around 

horses and lived in this holey country out here with the 

badgers and prairie dogs will have accidents if they’re 

alive.   

JUNGE: Do you remember any in particular? 

ORCHARD: Oh, I running -- running horse and whatnot and hit a 

hole and the horse [00:25:00] had and -- you didn’t want to 

hang on, you wanted to go ahead and get thrown away.  And 

so you run on that situation running horses and it’s a 

rather vigorous, wild kind of a thing so.  I have done 

this, running horses and there’s a certain way that these 

horses will run, break down different ridges, and things 

like this and you got to be ready to catch them on the 

other side.  You have to kind of know what the horses are 

going to do so. 

JUNGE: You have to have -- yeah. 

ORCHARD: So you have to have kind of oriented as to what these 

horses are thinking or doing. 

JUNGE: Is that -- they call horse sense? 

ORCHARD: Something like that.  And, but we grow them up until 

they’re two year olds and then in the being kind of small 

myself, OK, I could ride two year olds without hurting 

their back.  And so I’d get ’em started in the -- in the 

fall and that -- that means I’d hook ’em. [00:26:00]  I’d 
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let ’em -- I’d hook a harness on ’em, and let ’em pull and 

drag things back behind so they got used to this.  What’s 

this bit in my mouth, and things like that.  So you -- it’s 

a -- it’s a conditioned reflex that you use on those 

things. 

JUNGE: Uh-huh, why is it you never went into rodeo? 

ORCHARD: I couldn’t see much future in it. 

JUNGE: Yeah, well, your brother could. 

ORCHARD: Well, he -- he did it for a while through college.  

And then he rode a year or two down there at the Denver 

Stock Show, but then he got working here on the ranch and 

then he got into the oil business, and -- and was running -

- and -- and on -- on drilling rigs and things like that.   

JUNGE: Yeah.  Well, tell me -- tell me a little about your -- 

your life on the ranch here, your work effort?  I mean what 

did you -- when did you start working and [00:27:00] what 

did you have to do? 

ORCHARD: Well, at the -- see, it started I got to say that I 

started in the second war.  I was nine years old.  And we -

- we, at that time were living at Big Trails and dad bought 

some steers.  There was about 200 and some of them, and by 

-- he said if you’ll be with the last one, I’ll hold the 

lead and catch them.  There wasn’t a lot of fences in those 

days.  You could ride from here to Lysite and never open a 
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gate.  So anyway, we trailed them up here and then we keep 

track on ’em, so that they finally got acclimated to the 

country and what they were doing.  And so that’s -- I’ve 

been punching cows there, and I was nine years old, not 

that that’s any big deal.  But in the -- in the -- in the 

second war all the kids were in -- in agri-- would get in 

agriculture.  I remember that there was an old -- old 

potato farmer over in the Cody country over there, and he 

raised potatoes.  And while, OK school started and whatnot 

and weekends and why don’t we go out and help pick up 

potatoes and pile them so that when he came by he could 

sack ’em.  And then helped him with the potato, I mean we 

were just always in it.  We were raking hay.  We were 

running a buck rake, or a mowing machine and, but everybody 

was -- we were interested in winning the war is what we 

were doing.   

 

And I remember after Pearl Harbor how scared that we were.  

I mean the Japanese were floating these balloons that would 

break and send incendiaries down and they thought that 

they’d set the forest on fire and burn and all that sort of 

stuff. [00:29:00]  And I remember, and they didn’t let the 

kids go in a hospital.  At that time you had to be old 

enough -- I don’t know 12, 13, 14 years old before they’d 
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let you go in the hospital.  They didn’t want you packing 

bugs into the people that were in the -- well, all at once 

the sky started lightening up and flashing and everything 

like this, and it scared the hell out of me because I 

thought the Japanese were attacking and what it was 

(inaudible).  I’d never seen it before, so. 

JUNGE: So, it wasn’t the Japanese after all? 

ORCHARD:  It wasn’t the Japanese after all.  But there was -- we 

kept hearing about how that they were watching the coast 

out there that there wasn’t an invasion starting and stuff 

like that. 

JUNGE: How -- you were nine years old? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, that was -- see, I was born in ’32, and that -- 

the Japanese attacked in ’40, 19, [00:30:00] December ’40.  

Well, that planked me over -- that put me in -- in ’41 so 

that made me nine years old.   

JUNGE: And your brother was how old? 

ORCHARD: Well, he’s four years younger than I am.  And he had 

the -- he helped us also we had a little Shetland pony that 

was Dynamite as they called him, and -- and he was -- he 

was a pretty little horse, but he was a (inaudible) is all 

I remember. 

JUNGE: So what was it like during the war -- growing up 

during the war years? 
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ORCHARD: Well, we didn’t -- the help situation was really tough 

because most of the guys were in the service.  And I 

remember one of the big things Danny Cole was a Marine.  

That’s one of the reasons that I always like the Marine 

Corps.  He was in on Guadalcanal with the first Marines, 

and he really -- so he came back in (inaudible) [00:31:00] 

I remember and eating dinner with us and whatnot, and he’d 

talk and tell us a little about this -- about the Marine 

Corps and what Guadalcanal was like, and things like that.   

 

And well, his mother -- he was born down on -- down on the 

Nowood River, not down to Ten Sleep, but it was at Big 

Trails.  That’s where he was born.  And she was never in 

the hospital until that she died.  She raised three kids 

out there, and she never was in a hospital or anything like 

that.  But people were tougher and -- and they were -- they 

wanted to make a living.  They were trying to make a 

living.  They weren’t expecting somebody to -- to kiss them 

on the cheek and give them all this stuff.  The whole thing 

-- the whole philosophy was different than it is today.   

JUNGE:  So how did you survive or was the price of cattle -- 

had the price of cattle gone up during World War II? 

ORCHARD: Oh, oh, [00:32:00] that -- it had gone up, yes.  I 

mentioned in that one article there I remember paying Dad 
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12 cents a pound for this calf on the thing, and he was 400 

pounds or something.  So I was in $50, $60, but then by the 

time I got around to the fall I may have sold him for $100, 

I don’t know.  I’ve forgotten.  But it was a thing that we 

were trying -- in the gov-- the government for the kids 

that were working out in the country and helping with the 

haying, and harvesting crops, and planting crops, and doing 

all that sort of stuff they’d give you a little award how 

that you were in the so and so, and they’d -- and governor 

signed it or somebody signed it that -- I’ve forgotten who 

it was now, but somebody that was -- had things kind of 

going along, and anyway he signed it, [00:33:00] “Thank you 

for your -- your participation in helping our food effort,” 

and things like that.   

 

But the -- the kids were all -- I mentioned in that article 

how proud I was that when I was 16 that you could register 

for the draft and -- and, which -- which I was.  I meant 

that I’m matured up enough now to where that -- that 

they’re interested in what that I can do or not do, and -- 

and then I was OK, the war -- war turned around and went 

over.  And I went on and went to school, and did whatever 

you do, but -- but the kids were interested in going to 

school, and going to work, and making -- making money.  
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There was none of this drug stuff that’s going on now with 

all this crazy stuff.   

JUNGE: So you went to high school where?  Well, where did you 

go to school? 

ORCHARD: Oh, well, I went to school actually I -- I [00:34:00] 

went to high school, or I went to school through the eighth 

grade over in Cody.  And that’s where I ran onto Charles 

Tigers.  He was the -- he was out of an L -- LDS family, 

and he and I just -- we were always great friends from then 

until he died.   

 

So anyway, then I went -- so I went to school in Cody, and 

then I ended up going to the -- going to Denver and going 

to school down there.  And I remember the -- going out for 

football down there, and they had the school was East 

Denver High School.  It had about three thousand students 

in it.  There was 600 guys turned out for football.  And I 

thought holy moly, but we toughed it out, and I ended up 

lettering and participating in their football and 

wrestling, and -- and doing my thing.  And then I’d come 

back here in the summer punch cows, and keep going. 

[00:35:00] 

JUNGE: Who did you live with? 
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ORCHARD: My folks had a house down there.  And so that the -- 

anyway, that’s -- that -- that’s where that I lived and 

went to school down there in Denver. 

JUNGE: Why did your folks have a house down there? 

ORCHARD: They -- I don’t know.  It’s just one of those things 

you don’t always question your folks for their decisions.  

They were interested in doing as best as they could for us, 

my brother and I.  And that looked like the thing to do.  

And so that’s where we went to school.  That’s all. 

JUNGE: What position did you play? 

ORCHARD: I played halfback.   

JUNGE: And you lettered? 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: You -- how -- how tall were you and how heavy were 

you? 

ORCHARD: Oh, I was about, I guess I was 5’8” and about a 

hundred and I wrestled about 145 pounds, 150, something 

like that, but it was just a -- just little -- you got to 

be a little tougher that’s all. 

JUNGE: [00:36:00] You must have been tough? 

ORCHARD: I’m not. 

JUNGE: How did you do in wrestling? 
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ORCHARD: Oh, I -- I placed third down in -- in -- in Colorado, 

and my brother was the state champion down there at 133, I 

think or something like that.   

JUNGE: You guys were tough.  Was that ranch life that did 

that? 

ORCHARD: Shoot, I don’t know, just lucky, I guess.  It’s like I 

say, I cheated death one more time. 

JUNGE: So you go to East High -- did you graduate from East 

High? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, I graduated from East High.  And I -- I happened 

to be in my -- my grades, I tried to keep my grades up and 

I ended up qualifying to go to Dartmouth ’ cause they were 

-- they were supposed to have a good wrestling team and 

stuff like that.  Well, they cut it out before I got -- but 

anyway, I was accepted to go back there.  So I went back 

with some of my friends out of [00:37:00] -- out of 

Colorado, and went to school at Dartmouth for a time.  And 

then the draft board came.  See, the Korean War started to 

roll.  I was the class of ’50.  And they said, “Hey, Bob, 

you better talk with Rob because he’s -- ’cause next time 

that we call up he’s going to be in the -- in the draft 

headed to Korea.”  And Dad said, “All right.”  Well, I got 

a call on the phone and said, “You’re going to have to get 

into school somewhere.  Are you going to finish school, or 
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you want to go up the -- get in the military?”  And I said, 

“Well, I just as soon I’ll get in the military.  This is 

fine, but I would like to go to school, get done, and then 

go into the military.”  

 

And so I ended up coming back and going to Boulder to get 

into ROTC unit.  And there I came out.  So I was there.  It 

took me five years to get out of school, but I was there 

for five years, and that got [00:38:00] -- that was ’55.  

And that’s when I got my commission.  And then I went to 

flight school right out of -- right out of Boulder. 

JUNGE: So you graduated from the University of Colorado? 

ORCHARD: Yes.   

JUNGE: With a degree in what? 

ORCHARD: In -- I was a degree in business.  It was a combined 

major between accounting management, and I don’t know, 

something else. 

JUNGE: What were you intending on doing? 

ORCHARD: Oh, I was figuring that I probably needed some 

accounting.  I needed some management.  Some stuff like 

this, because I was figuring on coming back to the ranch. 

JUNGE: Your dad expected you to do? 

ORCHARD: Well, he kind of expected me to do it, and he knew 

that I wanted to so. 
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JUNGE: Do you -- did you take ROTC then? 

ORCHARD: Yes.   

JUNGE: At CU? 

ORCHARD: At CU. 

JUNGE: OK.  So instead of finishing out at Dartmouth, you 

came back? 

ORCHARD: Well, because the -- the Korean War.  That’s when the 

-- that’s when the -- the Koreans attacked [00:39:00] and 

we were fighting -- we got into a bad deal over there.  And 

so I said I’d like to -- I’d like to go finish school if I 

can and the only way I can do it is by getting in the ROTC, 

and I would like to do it flying because, I think that I 

can use an airplane on the ranch if I live through it.  So 

this is all I was looking -- I as trying to plan on down 

the way.  So I came back, had semester break, and got 

enrolled in -- down in Boulder.   

JUNGE: And where -- where did you learn to fly? 

ORCHARD: With the US Air Force.  And I was -- it just happened.  

My class was -- I was in 58G and my class was the last 

class to come out of Marana that completed their tour, 

[00:40:00] or completed their -- what would I call it?  

They had a course that you had to take to get through 

’cause then you’d go on from there to jet school.  And so I 

took -- and I was the last name on the last list.  It was 
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just God that willed it that way, that’s all.  But you go 

in there.  Of course out of there I was second lieutenant.  

They sent us down to Lackland Airbase, which is in San 

Antonio.  And then out of that, you -- you applied, OK.  

They had so many guys pilots in the passed the physicals 

and all that stuff.  And so they put you on the list.  And 

I was on the last -- last -- the last name on the last 

list.  The other guys that came later they -- they wouldn’t 

let them finish because the Korean War was over and stuff 

like this, and they didn’t let them finish.  But that’s 

where I got started.  I got oh, I got [00:41:00] a hundred 

hours in a T-34 and 200 hours in a T-28, which is a good 

airplane.   

 

And there I was switched over to Webb Air Base in Texas, 

which is out of Big Springs, Texas.  I mean you may know 

better, maybe yea or nay.  And so from there, I came out of 

there with -- with my silver wings as a rated pilot for the 

US Air Force.  And I was qualified to fly any -- anything.  

You have to get checked out in these airplanes, you can’t 

just say well, here I am and they strap you in and shoot 

you off.  So you had to get checked out but that’s -- I 

learned.  I was a jet pilot when I finished and I had about 

500 total hours when I got -- got out of there and -- 
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JUNGE: Why did you fly a jet?  Were they just making the 

transition from prop planes to jets? 

ORCHARD: Yeah.  Well, it’s because everything -- everybody’s 

flying [00:42:00] jets.  They weren’t flying props. 

JUNGE: Why didn’t you fly -- I thought the F-86 was the big 

plane at that time? 

ORCHARD: But it is -- no, F-86 that’s the one I wanted to fly.  

But that was a jet aircraft.  The F-86 was and, but the 

Korean War was winding down and -- and I had my wings and I 

said you just -- you didn’t sign an indefinite status to go 

ahead and become a -- a regular lifetime USA pilot and 

that, so they gave me a discharge.  So I came back and I’ve 

been here, but I had my -- I was a rated pilot.  I was 

commercially rated.  I was instrument rated.  I could fly 

formation.  I could -- all the things that you gather in 

this tuff, of course I just stayed up formation like it was 

-- that was really fun.  Formation [00:43:00] acro, and 

you’re following along right, you’re looking, this guy’s 

got his jet intake, his exhaust coming out, and you’re 

flying, you’re cockpit is right underneath and you watch 

him going up and you -- all you know is that I’m right 

behind him.  If he goes on so and so, I’ll be behind him, 

so. 

JUNGE: Does that take a lot of skill? 
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ORCHARD: Yes.  What do you think when it’s -- when you’re -- 

you’re traveling at 400 miles an hour and you’re three feet 

away from this other guy out there?  There is a sign on the 

-- his -- they had the T-33 had a gas tank on their wing 

tip, and that was printed in letters like that, “no step.”  

And so you’d -- you’d snuggle up to him till you can read 

the “no step” sign.  So that’s how close it was, but -- and 

you’d take off, you’d [00:44:00] sometimes take off in 

formation, two ships join up with the other.  It was a -- 

it was at that time, I mean it was -- you were trying to -- 

trying to make a hand for him and -- 

JUNGE: Was that a special skill that only a few guys got to 

do, fly formation? 

ORCHARD: No, that -- to get -- to get your wings you got to 

have the skill to fly.  Fly formation, acrobatics, oh, 

anything that the Air Force can do.  And then they take you 

from there, but my -- my friends that signed indefinite 

status my guess was I said, “You guys are just going to end 

up in the backseat of a B-47 reading a checklist for a guy 

in front.”  And that’s just exactly what happened to over 

half of them.  Mad -- maddest bunch of -- ’cause the other 

guys had gone to gunnery school down at Nellis.  And they -

- they were going down there, and they were gunnery school, 

and they were fighter pilots.  And there’s a difference 
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between fighter pilots [00:45:00] and mulled engine pilots.  

But the fighter pilot OK, he’s the guy that he has to know 

where he’s going, what he’s doing, when you get in the 

clouds you got just one guy.  The mulled engine guys OK, 

they have navigators and everybody else and -- to -- to 

help them do these things so. 

JUNGE: Did you have two people in your plane? 

ORCHARD: No, because I had an instructor and myself.  But then 

that’s what I -- I flew the T-33 and the instructor and 

myself, and you had to fly solo before you got out of there 

anyway.   

JUNGE:  So what sort of aerobatics did you do?   

ORCHARD: Loops, rolls, you’d pull up in the -- into vertical 

recovery until the plane’s (inaudible) and take it back, 

pull it back over here, and then roll it back out and -- 

and so that you knew you got the feel of the plane. 

JUNGE: Did you ever do combat practice? 

ORCHARD: Yes, you did this [00:46:00] when you went -- you 

always had to have some cross countries.  And -- and used 

to be that they’d -- this has been 50 years ago, 60 years 

go, and they’d go down the bottom of the Grand Canyon down 

there and dog fight.  If you came up above the -- the -- 

edge OK, you were out, but you had to stay down, stir it up 
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down there, but this is just a bunch of kids that are, you 

know -- that are just I’m immortal, you might say. 

JUNGE: Yeah.  Did you ever meet Chuck Yeager? 

ORCHARD: No, I never did.  I’ve read his book and -- and that 

Robin Knowles, I’ve read his books and stuff like that.  

And it -- it was a good -- if I could have got into the 

Korean and flown 86’s, that was the one I wanted to fly. 

JUNGE: Yeah, was it a faster plane [00:47:00]? 

ORCHARD: Yes, it -- it’s actually supersonic and -- and it was 

just a great airplane. 

JUNGE: Wow.  Did you ever have any close calls in your jet?   

ORCHARD: It wasn’t at the time, but I felt that the -- I was 

with an instructor and we -- we were in Fort Worth, Texas, 

and OK, he said, “We got to get back.”  Well, we took off.  

And then so we’re heading back to Big Springs, and all at 

once we had our clearance to come down and here were the 

clouds 20 foot, 20,000 feet thick, and we said all right, 

we’re ready for penetration.  And on the tear drop 

penetration, they said, “You guys are going to have to sit 

up there, we got some B-17 chugging through here at 150 

miles an hour,” or something like that.  And the instructor 

said, “Rob, we may be into damn trouble because,” we 

[00:48:00] could -- these jets suck up fuel so fast on this 

stuff.  And he said, “That guy’s get to get out of there.”  
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And we were just at the point where he said, “I’m just 

about to call an emergency.”  When you call emergency OK, 

that brings you down in spite of what.  And he said, “Now 

we’ve only got 75 gallons left.”  And we come in and it was 

in the dark of the night, this thunderstorm, and it was 

just was black.  And he said, “We’ve got 75 gallons left.  

We’ve got enough fueled to pull up and eject.”  That’s all 

-- that’s all the fuel we got.  So you better be ready.  He 

said when I tell you to OK, eject he said I’ll have the -- 

the -- the canopy blown off.  And if you say, “What?  

You’re going to be talking to yourself.”  And it’s -- it -- 

it was -- it -- it’ll alert you.  You say [00:49:00] holy 

cow.   

JUNGE: So you didn’t have to eject? 

ORCHARD: We didn’t have to.  We got in and -- and they had a 

GCA operator there.  See, they trained GCA operators at -- 

there at Webb. 

JUNGE: What’s a GCA? 

ORCHARD: OK, ground control intercept.  And -- and then -- and 

they were training those guys.  Well, we got the regular 

old chief on the thing, and so he was guiding us in and 

when he’d say OK, you -- you come up three feet, five feet, 

correct your heading one degree to the right or left, and 

whatnot and next thing I know we were down ’cause it -- the 
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instructor he wasn’t going to risk whether I was on the 

thing.  He says, “Let me take this from here.”  And so we 

came.  The next thing I know, I heard rubber like that I 

said, “Oh, boy.” 

JUNGE: God.  Is -- are jets quite a bit quieter on the inside 

of the cockpit than a prop plane -- 

ORCHARD: Oh, yeah. 

JUNGE: -- or a turbo? 

ORCHARD: Yeah.  Not the -- [00:50:00] doesn’t have the 

vibration and they’re -- they’re quieter and -- and, but 

the -- the T-33 didn’t have the power that the F-86 and 

these other high -- high performance aircrafts have now, 

but they’re -- they’re a lot quieter.   

JUNGE: Rob, what does it take to be a good pilot, 

particularly a jet pilot? 

ORCHARD: It helps if you’re not too smart, but no, one of the 

guy of our class he -- I had one of guys in our class that 

got killed and he had an F-104 and he was at 104,000 or 

100,000.  They wanted to see how far that they could get 

it.  And his glove came off.  See, your blood will start to 

boil at 60,000, and so you got to be in the -- well, he 

ended up his hand glove is -- his glove came off and so he 

ended up blowing.  But anyway, this - it -- it takes a -- 

it’s the guys coming out of the Air Force Academy down 
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there.  Those guys, unless that they got some of them that 

they want to make navigators or something else you that got 

to -- you got to be a little bit -- a little -- a little 

better and a little tougher.  They used to have a thing you 

could only have 36 inches sitting heighth, because OK, if 

that puts you against the canopy and you can break your 

neck and some stuff.  Well, some of those guys they -- 

yeah, just -- 

JUNGE: Squinched down? 

ORCHARD: Squished down, but there -- there’s more to it then 

there’s a lot.  You got to be sharp.   

JUNGE: Reflexes? 

ORCHARD: They liked short guys my size because my heart is 

closer to my eyes and my brain. [00:52:00]  And so when 

you’re pulling 9 G’s and stuff like that, your blood is all 

trying to come out of your head, and you -- that’s where 

they talk about blacking out.  And so they -- they like 

because they said oh, yeah that guy’s hearts closer so he 

can -- he’s got more power pushing up for their blood. 

JUNGE: I never heard of that. 

ORCHARD: And -- and the -- the night flying and stuff like 

that.  There’s -- it -- it -- it’s tough. 

JUNGE: Do you have to be of moderate intelligence or -- 



40 
 

ORCHARD: Oh, no, the sharper you are the better off you are if 

you got a desire to be a -- a -- a jet pilot, that’s all. 

JUNGE: So you practiced dog fighting in the Grand Canyon?  

Did you ever think about encountering, I mean when -- did 

you think about encountering a MIG ever?   

ORCHARD: No.  Well, it could have, I mean it was there.  That’s 

the reason those guys went to gunnery school.  And then the 

-- the -- the [00:53:00] MIGS or the Koreans over there, 

you know, they quit fighting or they -- they still got 

that.  They never really settled that.  The war’s never 

been over.  And it’s -- it was a thing, but I wanted to go 

to gunnery school, and if I’m going -- in my three years’ 

time, if I have time to go to my gunnery school and finish 

getting training, and then OK, then I’ll go over and fly 

with -- fly MIGS or do whatever that it takes but. 

JUNGE: What -- what sort of guns were you using in gunnery 

school? 

ORCHARD: Fifty caliber and, but that -- see, the -- the planes 

and stuff were a lot less -- they didn’t -- right now 

they’re shooting cannons and stuff like that or rockets.  

Well, they didn’t have that.  All we had -- the F-86 had 

three guns on this side and three guns on the other side, 

but that kept that plane [00:54:00] when you were pulling 
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that and you were, you know, half to where you were and the 

thing it was a -- it was just a thing, that’s all.   

JUNGE: How did you practice?  Did they have a kite up there, 

what? 

ORCHARD: No, they -- they had the -- I’m -- I’m telling you 

right now I did not go through gunnery school. 

JUNGE: Oh. 

ORCHARD: I was just talking about guys that were there, and 

somebody was pulling the kite and they make a -- make an 

approach and a pass on it, and see how many rounds you got 

in -- in the kite or the -- whatever that it was, but -- 

but they said you didn’t sign up for indefinite status, so 

you just go get the hell out of here. 

JUNGE: What did you think of that war in Korea? 

ORCHARD: I thought boy, that was a tough one.  It was really 

tough.  And that was another reason I was glad I was in the 

Air Force.  Generally, either you’re -- you get shot down 

or something like that, or you get back, and you at least 

got some place [00:55:00] to sleep and eat.  So where those 

guys -- we weren’t living -- they weren’t living in 

foxholes like those GIs are.  That’s tough stuff. 

JUNGE: Politically though, what did you think of the war?  

Should we have been involved, what should we have done 

right, wrong? 
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ORCHARD: Well, see, it’s the North Koreans that started that 

dang thing.  They’d already drawn that 38th parallel out 

there, or the 38th line.  And they were -- that North Korea 

is a bad, bad outfit, and that goes for right now as well 

as then.  They’re just, I mean they kill guys and they -- 

they have no respect for life whatsoever.  It’s just a 

different sort of thing than we’re used to living in. 

JUNGE: Should we have been in that war? 

ORCHARD: Boy, I don’t know.  It was -- we were trying to stop 

the communists from taking that country over.  If we hadn’t 

of done it, they’d have been [00:56:00] that whole thing 

would have been -- they’d have been talking North Korean 

instead of some of them -- just a bad, bad deal. 

JUNGE: Did you lose any friends over there? 

ORCHARD: Mine -- no, the ones that I lost were -- were all in 

the -- were all in the -- in the training command and stuff 

like that.  Because all of mine OK, they I don’t know what 

the heck that they did with some of those guys who were in 

gunning school, but they -- they took ’em from there and 

for Kurt Lamay they were reading check lists and the B-47 

and the B-52.  And they -- they weren’t -- they pulled them 

out of singles, and put ’em flying those -- the bombers and 

they did not like that so. 
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JUNGE: OK.  Can you make the transition for me from the Air 

Force to flying here on the ranch? 

ORCHARD: I’ll tell you, the civilian [00:57:00] flying is lots 

sloppier and everything else.  There’s a -- you can go in 

the military, and you can go into any base, and you can 

call in the tower so and so tower this is so many jets, 

three out on initial and -- and we’re doing so and so and 

he gives you the direction of that of the runway, and you 

make it come in, you make a pattern here, and you pitch out 

and land.  And right here in the civilian flying, some of 

the guys come in and they fly a rectangular pattern, 

sometimes they come in maybe this plane is landing that 

way.  Well, that’s off the runway I could -- it’s a lot -- 

they don’t have the -- you don’t have the restrictions on 

them.  You’ve got to be really watching, keep your head on 

a swivel so you know who’s coming in, who’s doing what.  

And to try and keep it’s -- you got to -- you got to be 

sharper. [00:58:00]   

 

Of course, the airline pilots those guys have more control 

like the military.  They -- they keep flying this run just 

the same all the time.  And they get -- those guys flying 

those planes -- are flying those airliners, they’re really 

something so.   
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JUNGE: When you came back to the ranch, when was it? 

ORCHARD: I came back in ’57.  That’s a long time. 

JUNGE: Yeah, going on 50 years. 

ORCHARD: And at that time, and then I talked with dad about -- 

about getting a plane and whatnot, and the first plane I 

finally got him talked into that thing.  He was kind of 

wanting one to where that he could have some of the ability 

to do some looking, how are things happening, or what 

happens if you -- ’cause it used to be just a dirt road all 

the way down there.  It didn’t have all the soil.  And so 

[00:59:00] the first plane that I had was a 182.  And like 

right now, I’ve got about 6,000 hours as far as that goes, 

which is a long time.  Actually, just sitting here like 

this, but anyway, it was -- that 182 was a good aircraft, 

had a 232 horse engine in it, and you could get around and 

it would do -- do stuff, but I kept -- it was a slow.  And 

so I don’t know what to say, civilianized that now I’d come 

into land I say I got a be -- got to be more stuff I got to 

do because I just don’t have anything to do here.  I’m just 

-- just sitting.  And so it took a little while to get some 

of that, [01:00:00] and then I got about -- then -- we got 

a -- one of the first 210s that they came out with, and 

which was -- that’s a really good airplane, and fuel-

injected engine and stuff like that and -- and I kept 
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getting better.  And then -- and then there was another one 

that was -- let’s see 6864 Romeo, that was the -- that was 

the 210.  And then the 39er, 39er 653 39er x-ray, that was 

another 210.  But you could buy ’em then for I’ll say 

$32,000.  Right now the things are costing three quarters 

of a million dollars. 

JUNGE: When did you -- when were they $37,000? 

ORCHARD: This is back in -- [01:01:00] I’m going to say it was 

before the lawyers got into it, and the -- the government 

and all of this stuff, before they got into is when that 

was.  And I’m going to say OK, you ’57, I’m going to say 

probably ’61, ’2, ’3, something like that. 

JUNGE: How could you guys afford a plane? 

ORCHARD: Well, because with a -- with -- you had to be able to 

-- to do what you want from looking at the air -- looking 

at what’s happening, where are -- where are the cattle?  

I’ve spent three weeks out here looking -- not three weeks, 

I’ve spent a week out here looking for stud and a bunch of 

mares.  They always run over next to base battleground, or 

they’re -- they always run over so and so.  Come to I got 

in the plane, went out there and 30 minutes I hadn’t found 

them.  Hell, they were just over the hill here.  [01:02:00] 

So, it -- it made it so much quicker and shorter.  And then 

we had to go back, we sent steers back to this old guy and 
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we could go back and see the steers (inaudible), and stuff 

like that so.  That’s why that, but that -- we were able to 

anyway, you did that stuff.  So we were -- it was helping 

us with our -- with our project, that’s what it was and 

just that dad had himself a pilot, that’s all. 

JUNGE: Well, tell me the story about the Nowood International 

Airport? 

ORCHARD: OK.  Well, I got to go back to, ’cause my uncle was 

pilot also.  When they had -- I was thing to think of the 

Cessna that they -- that he had once that they had down 

there, but that was the hangar that he put that -- that 

plane [01:03:00] in.  And God, I can’t think of the name of 

it, but anyway, it was a long time.  And he was -- he flew 

a long time.  He flew -- he -- did anybody ever talk about 

George Taylor? 

JUNGE: I’ve heard the name. 

ORCHARD: OK.  He was -- he and -- and my uncle flew on -- uncle 

didn’t like the ranch too good.  He would want to do 

something else, so he was in the middle of the flying.  And 

but they flew the Inland Airways, which was later Western 

Airlines.  And they were flying that thing and that was 

with a C-47 is what it -- one of the things and that was 

the old one they put 20 guys on, but anyway, he was flying 

those things.  And those -- and therefore he built that 
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hangar [01:04:00] down there.  Well, when I got -- when I 

got out of the service and I -- we got that 182 all right 

,well, we poured a little concrete and pad and made it 

where it was a better outfit so that we could put it in and 

out of the weather and things like that.  And so that’s -- 

OK, then I get onto this -- this radio thing, and where are 

you, where are you?  Are you 2-4 George, where are you?  

Oh, I’m off the Nowood International.  And we -- we got to 

joking about it between them and myself and somebody else 

starting hearing about it.  And so they -- then -- then 

there was a hunter that came out, and -- and what do you 

call that place where you land?  I said, “Oh, we call it 

the Norwood International.”  And he sent us this -- this 

sign that’s on the thing.  And that was when flying 

[01:05:00] was kind of fun, and it wasn’t too uptight.   

JUNGE: How did that airport get chosen, I mean how did it 

come to be?   

ORCHARD: Because did you see how it’s flat?  OK, now where else 

as you come up the road where else does it look like you 

can land a damn airplane?  That’s the reason that that was 

it.  And dad talked about it in that he -- he said they 

used to have the Fourth of July races down there.  So they 

raced horses on the thing, and that’s where they put the 

hangar, any of that -- that’s cleared back a long time ago.  
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So they -- that’s where that they ran horse races and -- 

and that’s where it all comes down to. 

JUNGE: OK.  I’m going to ask you some question about the 

airport.  What’s the elevation? 

ORCHARD: Fifty-two eighty. 

JUNGE: Just like Denver?   

ORCHARD: Yeah.   

JUNGE: One mile high? 

ORCHARD: A mile high. [01:06:00] 

JUNGE: How many runways? 

ORCHARD: One.  Actually, two, because they scrape in the snow.  

They scrape the snow for the school bus to come up here.  

Then there’s a runway that I use and -- and it’s a 30-

degree spread between the two.  So I -- I -- a lot of 

times, I land with this -- with that Maule down there.  I 

just land on the road. 

JUNGE: So the other runway is the road? 

ORCHARD: Yes.   

JUNGE: Which way is the wind blowing normally? 

ORCHARD: Normally, south to southwest, and it’s one of those 

two runways, either straight down the road or it’s off just 

a little bit here.  However, lately, I’d been getting that 

southeast wind too.  But this is where you start learning -

- you’ve already supposed to have learned about slipping 
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your plane into this thing, and land with it -- so that you 

don’t get caught in a crosswind.  Crosswind’s eaten up more 

planes than you can [01:07:00] shake a stick at. 

JUNGE: Have you seen any accidents that were -- 

ORCHARD: No, not that I -- not that I really, as far as being 

tangled up in -- in an accident down there.  I hadn’t -- 

hadn’t seen -- seen any so. 

JUNGE: What about technical equipment at this airport? 

ORCHARD: OK, none.  Zero to none.  You’ve got -- you’ve got a 

sod runway.  And so I -- when it’s muddy and stuff, I try 

to stay way from it.  And the road, it -- it dries out 

quicker.  You got cars walking -- walking on it, running on 

it.  And so it’ll dry out a little bit the fastest.  So you 

watch it, and I’ve -- I’ve told some of those guys, I said 

you know it’s so damn muddy up there I’ve about got to 

chain that plane up just to get it in the hangar.  And they 

laugh at me.  There are no power in those wheels.  Hell, 

all you gots a propeller.  But I had to chain it up to get 

it in the hangar. 

JUNGE: Put chains on the tires [01:08:00] in other words? 

ORCHARD: Yeah.  So anyways I-- 

JUNGE: You got -- 

ORCHARD: Which is a -- 

JUNGE: You ago ahead. 
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ORCHARD: No, I -- and then it’s got -- the only facilities it’s 

got is that windsock.  And that tells me which ways the 

winds blowing, and I come down by and I see whether it’s 

kind of hanging this way or it’s really stiff, and -- and 

where it’s going and what it’s doing and -- 

JUNGE: How many take offs and landings at this international 

airport are there a year? 

ORCHARD: Well, I’m flying about -- I’m flying -- bumping on 500 

hours.  I’m going to say every time I take off, it costs me 

an hour and it’s -- it’s landing.  And I’d say in a year’s 

time.  I’m going to say there’s -- there’s 500, probably 

500 landings and takeoffs. 

JUNGE: And -- 

ORCHARD: Just on the aircraft that I’ve got. [01:09:00] 

JUNGE:  Any other aircraft? 

ORCHARD: Oh, now and again, I get somebody coming by.  He comes 

by and comes over to the hangar.  And I had one come 

through -- through the other day.  He’d been up here 

looking at all that damn smell up here.  He was one of 

those spray pilots.  And I got a spray and killed some sage 

brush and do so on and so forth and. 

JUNGE: Has Bob Eisley ever landed on this here? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, oh, yeah.  Yeah, he’s -- he’s landed there.  

When he was doing some spraying and stuff like that. 
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JUNGE: Yeah.  Well, I think I told you last night that when I 

told him I was going to do an interview -- 

ORCHARD: Yes. 

JUNGE: -- with you he said, “Well, make sure you say hello 

for Bob.” 

ORCHARD: Yes.  Yes.  No, he’s -- he’s really quite a guy.  He 

really is.  And he’s got that Sheridan, he’s a fix base 

operator at Sheridan, isn’t he? 

JUNGE: Big Horn Airways. 

ORCHARD: Big Horn Airways, OK. 

JUNGE: Yeah.  Do you have any stories about Bob? 

ORCHARD: [01:10:00] Oh, no, not really.  He’s -- he’s done some 

spraying up here, grasshoppers and stuff like that one time 

or another, but this has been a lot of years back.   

JUNGE: Have you ever had a tough time landing at your own 

airport? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, in -- since ’47 or ’57, and today, I’ve had to 

quit down here and go to land in Worland.  In Worland, the 

wind doesn’t blow.  I mean it’s -- I mean it’s just neater 

than heck.  Well, I had to come in there.  Then later the 

wind cut back that day, and so then I turned around and 

flew home.  But I did, it was more than I -- it must -- 

wind blowing I don’t know, 50 miles an hour or something 
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like that.  It just didn’t make sense.  So I went down 

there and landed. 

JUNGE: Are you still flying today?   

ORCHARD: No, I’m sitting here in this chair. 

JUNGE: [01:11:00] OK, but, Rob, I think -- I think ahead of 

time when I was one the phone with you I was warned that 

maybe you had a sense of humor. 

ORCHARD: You know, I don’t know about that, but anyway, I -- 

no, I’m -- I fly down there.  They’ve been giving me hell 

to get that flight physical, and they’re making me instead 

of every three years I got to do it every year, and it’s a 

stress test and all it come out to be.  It’s a kind of a 

booger.  But I went to get it the other day and get another 

one, and I was talking to the FAA guy and you know, a lot 

of times you can hear over the phone what somebody says 

from back behind you even though that it’s -- they’re not -

- so I called.  Anyway, I told him I was talking about the 

flight physical, and things like that, and on there they’d 

asked me what is, “What’s your birthday?”  And I told him 

[01:12:00] 4/17/32.  And the gal behind him said, “He’s an 

old booger, isn’t it?”  So what can I say? 

JUNGE: You consider yourself an old booger? 

ORCHARD: Oh, I don’t know.  Hell, it’s -- I don’t -- I don’t 

see much difference in it.  I’m -- I -- I watch my weather, 
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and I watch my wind, and stuff like that, but that Maule 

that I’ve got down there is just a hell of an airplane. 

JUNGE: What is it? 

ORCHARD: That’s a Maule, M-A-U-L-E.  And it’s made in Moultrie, 

Georgia.  And it -- it’s -- it’s a good aircraft.  It’s got 

some power to it if you come up against the heel you can 

climb up.  You -- you got something to work with where that 

old super or the old Cub -- Supercub’s got 150 horse.  

Well, that other 40, 50, 60 horsepower [01:13:00] makes a 

hell of a difference on this thing. 

JUNGE: More expensive? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, a little bit.  Yeah.  It’s got -- I bought this 

one in ’80.  I think it was ’87.  I think this is an ’87, 

and I’ve had -- I flew it enough hours I’ve had to replace 

the engine.  They went in and honed it, and re-worked it 

over, and it’s -- it’s got pretty good power now and well, 

it had good power before.  But see, I’ve flown and I had 

2,000 hours on the plane then, and I’ve flown it about 

1,000 hours in the past couple of years.  It’s -- I got -- 

it’s -- it’s another close one where I mean it’s I got, but 

it’s -- it’s a good airplane.  It’s got some vortex 

generators that help [01:14:00] you stay.  It gives you 

more stability when you get slow. 

JUNGE: What’s a vortex generator? 
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ORCHARD: It’s a thing that directs the air so that it comes 

over the wings so and so to give you more lift.  And cuts 

you -- you know, these -- these pilots are a little bit 

really and truly that propeller out in front really just a 

fan because you ought to see that pilot sweat when it quits 

so.  So that’s -- that’s -- oh, I don’t know why the hell I 

just -- but anyway, I like to fly and it’s one of the 

things that if I -- if I can’t think of something to do, I 

go out and poke around and see what’s happening with the 

deer and the elk and antelope, and all that stuff, and 

where these cows are, and what’s the water and is the so 

and so dried up or what happened to our [01:15:00] 

reservoir such and such, and just things like that. 

JUNGE: But most ranchers wouldn’t you say, Rob, don’t have 

airplanes? 

ORCHARD: No, most of them do not.  And this is where you come 

to the Flying Farmer thing, see.  That’s where that they 

got together.  Most of them had oh, Super Cubs, or Cubs, or 

something like that.  And so we don’t have or they -- they 

don’t have the Sammy Hampton down there he had a little J-3 

Cub and -- and, but I’ll tell you this wind blows up here 

and that thing is tickly as hell sometimes.  And so there -

- there’s some of this stuff.  That’s where Cactus McCleary 

and -- and Morris Faucet, OK he was -- he had one, but he 
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had a 190 as I remember.  And that 190 is a -- it’s a 

Cessna 190, and it’s a good airplane and [01:16:00] -- 

JUNGE: Does a guy really need an airplane here? 

ORCHARD: Oh, you can operate without it, but it sure makes it a 

lot easier if you got one.  I had to take a lady in while 

she had a -- while she had a baby once.  And I’ve had to -- 

had to --somebody’s hurt and whatnot. 

JUNGE: Tell me about that. 

ORCHARD: Oh, it just -- she’d -- she’d got a hold of me, she’d 

called me or did some damn thing and said, “I’m about to 

have this baby, Rob, can you get me in?”  Well, hell, yes.  

Can you get -- and I went by and picked her up, and we went 

down and got her in the plane and -- and got her into town, 

and went from -- and had the baby and -- and let’s see the 

name is Bill -- oh, hell, I can’t remember their last name 

right now.   

JUNGE: And -- and how old is he now? 

ORCHARD: Oh, he’s probably 40 years old. 

JUNGE: And did you tell him -- does he know you from that 

[01:17:00]? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, I think so that I took his mother in and whatnot 

and I’ve had a guy I had to take in with him.  Seems like a 

broken arm or something -- a horse fell with a guy, and I 

had to take that -- it -- it’s, but you got to watch your 
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weather, really in the wind and the damn stuff, it’s 

something else. 

JUNGE: Yeah, what is it like to fly in this country? 

ORCHARD: Interesting. 

JUNGE: I would imagine so.   

ORCHARD: But, it’s -- it’s -- we get these spring snows like 

this, get that runway shoveled off, and -- and, but it 

makes it touchier than hell.  That road, it’s -- one of the 

guys wanted to come up and he -- “Let me come up and let’s 

go look and see where the hell the elk are.”  I says OK.  

Bruce Hanson, and I said, “Now Bruce, you take a look at 

this ’cause I’m not going to land over there on the runway. 

[01:18:00]  I’m going to land on the road.  And this road’s 

going to look a little bit narrow to you.”  He’d been 

flying one of these Malta engines, and all that sort of 

stuff.  And we’re turning around, making a pattern to come 

in and -- and getting close, and he says, “You know, you’re 

right, that thing does look kind of narrow, doesn’t it?”  

And, but we made it one more time so. 

JUNGE: Did you ever have to strafe the cattle off the road 

before you landed? 

ORCHARD: No, I -- I don’t know about the strafing part, but 

I’ve had to come down lower so that they’ll -- they’ll get 

out of the way, so I can get in.  I’ve had to do that. 
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JUNGE: Bob Eisele did that one time when I was on the plane.  

He -- he just passed them one time, turned around, and 

landed.   

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: And those cattle were still drifting across the road.  

And I thought this pasture’s going to be full of hamburger, 

and I told him about that.   

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: He just said -- he just laughed and said, he says, I -

- I knew which direction they were going.  I figured they’d 

all get out [01:19:00] of the way. 

ORCHARD: Yeah, and they did. 

JUNGE: It scared me. 

ORCHARD: Yes.   

JUNGE: I didn’t -- I had no idea. 

ORCHARD: No.   

JUNGE: Phew.   

ORCHARD: No.   

JUNGE: So what -- what is -- what’s it like?  You say it’s 

interesting and that’s a -- that covers a lot of territory.  

It’s interesting to fly in this part of the country.  What 

makes it easy, difficult? 

ORCHARD: Because all the hills and stuff like that.  If you 

turn around, you said I got to land there’s places let me 
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tell you you better be ready to do it and if -- if your fan 

clips or something like that it’s -- it’s -- it’s touchy.   

JUNGE: Your fan? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, well, propeller. 

JUNGE: Oh, your propeller? 

ORCHARD: Yeah.  And --  

JUNGE: Have you ever had that happen? 

ORCHARD:  Yeah, I had that.  I had an oil pump go out on me 

once upon a time.  And the oil pump is what makes that prop 

governor work, and things like that and I went to high 

pitch, low RPM and -- I mean high RPM and I thought uh-oh, 

I got me troubles.  And so [01:20:00] I looked in that 

(inaudible) down there at the cow camp, and I just pulled 

up, and turned around, and landed up there.  And we put it 

on a -- on a flatbed that they -- that they used to haul 

farm machinery with.  We just pushed it up on there, and 

tied the thing down, and down through the Badlands we went.   

JUNGE: Did you always have radios to keep in contact with 

everybody? 

ORCHARD: No.   

JUNGE: No? 

ORCHARD: No, I -- I don’t really have the -- the -- I am ready 

to keep in contact with the guys down in Worland that fixed 

base operator down there, but as far as I used to have one, 
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but the damn thing would go out.  It was -- you know what 

those radios are like.  You just -- just a booger, so. 

[01:21:00] 

JUNGE: So how do you -- in the air, they say you shouldn’t 

drive with a cell phone in your hand, it’s against the law. 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: Can you drive -- can you fly a plane with one in your 

hand? 

ORCHARD: Oh, well, yeah, but hell, that’s no big deal.  If you 

trim it up and fly the damn thing like it’s supposed to be, 

you can take your hands off the thing, put it up on the -- 

put it up on the ceiling if you wanted.  It’s no big deal.  

You got your rudders down there that you can work with and 

make it all do most everything with it and it -- 

JUNGE: Have you ever flown up a -- a canyon and wondered if 

you can get out? 

ORCHARD: No.   

JUNGE: You don’t do stupid things like that? 

ORCHARD: I try and avoid it.   

JUNGE: So do you -- is -- does Ten Sleep have an airport? 

ORCHARD: They used to, but they turned the damn thing into a -- 

into a kind of a housing project down there, something like 

that.   
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JUNGE: I thought I saw an airport as I drove up [01:22:00] 

the -- 

ORCHARD: Yeah, there’s --  

JUNGE: -- the road?   

ORCHARD: -- hangar out there.  And then there’s the -- they got 

a big post and Steve [Tromley?] was the one that had it, 

but I -- I don’t know why they took it out, but they did. 

JUNGE: Can you tell me a little bit about the Flying Farmers 

International? 

ORCHARD: What I can tell you that the -- the Wyoming part of it 

has kind of crapped out.  We just don’t -- there nobody 

doing -- but they have it in the paper or something, hey, 

we’re going to have a fly in over at so and so on such and 

such, and -- and the guys will go over and they’ll have a 

pancake breakfast or something like that, you know.  But, 

it’s anymore the -- the Flying Farmers are I don’t know, I 

don’t read about them in the -- I don’t have a magazine 

that talks about them.  I don’t have anything like that.  I 

got all kinds of flying magazines, [01:23:00] but that’s 

all. 

JUNGE: I don’t even understand quite the purpose of that 

organization?   

ORCHARD: Well, that makes two of us then.  But -- but one thing 

about it, they get together and they get to talking, hey, 
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what are you doing with your wheat this year in that your 

crop looks really good.  What kind are you planting?  So 

they do talk about what’s going on with their cattle, or 

with their farming and stuff like that when they go to 

those things.  Then after they have their breakfast and 

whatnot like that, and -- and hell, everybody turns around 

and heads for home and whatnot.   

JUNGE: So, it’s -- it’s -- is it more or less for 

neighborliness or -- 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: -- communication or what? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, I’d say more neighborly thing.  They -- you 

don’t see your neighbors very often, but if you got a plane 

you could fly in and see them.   

JUNGE: Well, why do you suppose -- this organization, I think 

peaked out in I think I read ’72, ’73, it was in the ’70s.  

And it had 11,000 members.  [01:24:00] And now they have 

like high hundred what they call families -- 

ORCHARD: OK. 

MYL -- five hundred and some.  Well, what was -- what’s the 

reason for the decline of the organization? 

ORCHARD: Things have just gotten busier.  Guys are doing their 

farming and stuff like that.  They’ve got magazines, 

they’ve got a lot of stuff, and they’re always going to 
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town to get parts and pieces, and -- and so you have a 

chance to do a lot of stuff like that that you didn’t that 

it just that there isn’t -- there isn’t a need for it, so. 

JUNGE: Did you ever have to use your plane to fly for parts? 

ORCHARD: Oh, yeah, hell.   

JUNGE: Give me an example. 

ORCHARD: Oh, something you got a -- a part for a -- a 

conditioner or something like that on a -- on a hay mower, 

or I can’t carry a sickle, but you can a Pitman or 

something like that, you know, it’s so big [01:25:00] 

because I can put so much weight in there, but you can only 

put so many or so much.  But it’s -- it’s just and you pick 

your own way if you -- if you have a -- if you have a thing 

and or a little problem or something like that well, hell, 

I can drive in, you know, it’s 70 miles in there and it 

takes if you -- if you fly into an airport you still got to 

get from the airport into town.  So you talk with the fixed 

base operator down there and say, “Do you got a car I can 

use?”  Well, that’s the guy right there see that if you got 

well, any time I fly into Worland, I always get fuel 

because anyway, I always -- I always get fuel so that I 

could -- I’ve got enough that if there’s anything that 

worse than -- than having more runway [01:26:00] than you 

got fuel, you know, that -- not good. 
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JUNGE: Let’s put this on pause here.  Let me take that off.  

OK.   

ORCHARD: OK. 

JUNGE: OK. 

ORCHARD: Hello?  Howdy, gal.  Yeah, I think I’m all right.  I’m 

-- some people don’t think I am, but I think I’m all right.  

No, not that I know of.  Why, do I sound like I’m coming 

down with a bug?  Or -- or no, but Mark and I are up here -

- this and then about doing that stuff and -- and but -- 

but we’ll -- we’ll -- Mark will pretty soon he’ll get all 

the info that he can think of and anyway, you take care, 

will you?  But I’m actually, I’m doing all right, but 

that’s the reason that I haven’t seen you. [01:27:00]  All 

right, take care.  Bye.  April is the one you talked with a 

time or two. 

JUNGE: Is that April you just talked to?   

ORCHARD: Yeah, I just talked to her there. 

JUNGE: Are you supposed to be somewhere -- 

ORCHARD: Well -- 

JUNGE: -- shortly? 

ORCHARD: -- yeah, she was -- she said, “Are you going to come 

down and get a bite to eat or something like that,” ’cause 

see I’m a bachelor. 
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JUNGE: Yeah, so what do you do for meals?  Everything you fix 

yourself? 

ORCHARD: Well, I couldn’t no, I cook.  I -- I cook breakfast, 

pancakes, and all that sort of stuff.  And then I sometime 

go down and bum a -- bum a meal from my daughter and stuff 

like that after noon. 

JUNGE: Well, how do you like living up here?  It seems kind 

of isolated? 

ORCHARD: Why -- why would you say something like that?  Good 

hell. 

JUNGE: How would you -- this country is just gorgeous. 

[01:28:00] 

ORCHARD: It’s a big country. 

JUNGE: The Red Bluffs remind me of a KC country -- 

ORCHARD: Yes.   

JUNGE: -- Red Wall country. 

ORCHARD: That’s the same -- same red -- same formation.  When 

it was laying out like when it was all laying flat and 

everything like that then OK, the Tem Sleep sand and the -- 

and the red beds and all that stuff.  And then it turns 

around and gets pushed up like this, and then (inaudible) 

starts eroding back and coming.  So you got red beds over 

there and it’s all the same thing. 

JUNGE: Same thing? 
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ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: What do you call this geographic location we’re in 

here?  It seemed like the big horns curved around to the -- 

ORCHARD: Yes.   

JUNGE: -- west. 

ORCHARD: That’s the reason they call it the big horns is 

because it starts in Montana at the Prior Mountains, and 

comes back down this way through Cloud Peak, and the whole 

thing and it goes right here and it circles right around 

and it goes into the Wind River Canyon over there at 

Thermopolis.   

JUNGE: Joins the Owl Creek?   

ORCHARD: Yeah, it joins the Owl Creeks over there. 

JUNGE: [01:29:00] So that’s why they call it the Big Horn? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, it’s just like a -- a big horn. 

JUNGE: God, how many years have I been in Wyoming and not 

known that?  I guess you could really see it here because 

as I was driving south in Ten Sleep, Rob, I saw the -- the 

snowcapped range -- 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: -- curving -- curving westward in front of me -- 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: -- and I thought what, are we going to have to go over 

these things or around them or what? 
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ORCHARD: Or through them. 

JUNGE: Yeah, yeah, and I -- I never knew that.  So we -- we 

are in what -- 

ORCHARD: You’re in -- you’re in the south part of the Big Horn 

basin. 

JUNGE: OK.  And you can go from here can you to Lysite? 

ORCHARD: Yes, normally.  Right now I wouldn’t try it.  The damn 

thing the mud is over there and bad and the snow and bad, 

bad, bad. 

JUNGE: That’s pretty good sheep country over there? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, well, they raised a lot of sheep over in that 

country.  Are you talking about the regular (inaudible) or 

are you talking about mountain sheep [01:30:00]?   

JUNGE:  I don’t know a sheep from a ram. 

ORCHARD: OK.  OK.  All right.  But no that Okey outfit they 

used to run -- 

JUNGE: J.B. Okey.   

ORCHARD: J.B. Okey, they ran a lot of stuff.  And see, they’ve 

-- that -- OK, J.B. Okey phased out.  He sold his -- he 

sold his Sprat.  And OK, that’s where that they big house 

is over there. 

JUNGE: The big teepee. 

ORCHARD: The big teepee.  And but and they had an airport over 

there.  Sprats used to fly and whatnot and right now 
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they’ve cancelled that airport out and -- and then it’s no 

motion. 

JUNGE: Why didn’t you raise sheep on this side of the -- 

ORCHARD: Oh, they did. 

JUNGE: -- bluffs? 

ORCHARD: Hell, that’s why I said in that article that granddad 

was sorry to see them go [01:31:00] because they -- that -- 

it was the double cropping on the sheep.  One of them you 

go the wool and then you got the lambs that you sell. 

JUNGE: Did you ever have to shear a sheep? 

ORCHARD: No, I didn’t.  I -- I -- as far as chewing air holes 

in those damn sheep I wasn’t interested in that. 

JUNGE: Chewing air holes?  Eating them? 

ORCHARD: Well, those damn -- 

JUNGE: Oh. 

ORCHARD: No, those damn (inaudible), great Scott. 

JUNGE: Yeah. 

ORCHARD: No, that’s really tough stuff. 

JUNGE: Who does the work, Australians, or? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, Australians and New Zealand guys.   

JUNGE: And Basques, do Basques do it? 

ORCHARD: Yeah.  Yeah. 

JUNGE: They’re normally the sheepherders, right, the Basque?   
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ORCHARD: Well, well, they do whatever it takes, but that’s one 

of the guys that’s in -- in the sheep business and he kind 

of said -- he told me he said, “Rob,” he said, “What we’re 

going to run into,” he said, “the thing that’s going to 

kill the sheep industry is the [01:32:00] shearing sheep.  

You can’t get anybody to shear sheep.”  

JUNGE: What time do you have to get going? 

ORCHARD: Oh, I’m -- I’m due down there in about noon or 

something like that. 

JUNGE: Well, it’s going to -- we need to quit here pretty 

quick. 

ORCHARD: Well, in the little while it takes me -- you know, 15 

minutes to get down there.  Ten, 15 minutes or so, 

something like that. 

JUNGE: To get down where? 

ORCHARD: Oh, down to where -- where April’s place. 

JUNGE: OK.  What I was hoping was that we could get a picture 

of you down there by the -- the hangar. 

ORCHARD: Oh, OK. 

JUNGE: Would that be all right?   

ORCHARD: No, that’s fine. 

JUNGE: OK.  I got to ask you this now.  How long are you 

going to continue to fly?   
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ORCHARD: Until Uncle Sam says, “Hey, you can’t have a physical 

anymore.”  And my -- my cohorts and whatnot that I went 

through flight school with and everything like that I’m the 

only one that I know of that’s still flying. [01:33:00]  

All the other guys are well, there’s one that’s had a heart 

attack and -- and stuff like that so. 

JUNGE: Do you ever get together with them? 

ORCHARD: Oh, yeah, now and again. 

JUNGE: Where -- whereabouts? 

ORCHARD: Oh, generally go down to Tucson in the -- in the 

winter. 

JUNGE: Do you fly? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, I’ve flown down there. 

JUNGE: From here? 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: Really? 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: How -- what you must have been all over the place in 

that plane? 

ORCHARD: I don’t know about that, but I utilize it.  What I 

can.   

JUNGE: Yeah.  OK.  And what -- this fellow I’m going to talk 

this afternoon Bob Faucet, you mentioned him last night 

because he flew a B-36 I think you said. 
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ORCHARD: No, he didn’t fly it but he was a mechanic for the Air 

Force.   

JUNGE: Oh, OK. 

ORCHARD: But the wings are -- it’s the one that has six 

engines.  And he’s a little smaller.  He can tell you a lot 

of stuff ’cause his dad was the one this Morris Faucet, 

[01:34:00] he’s the guy that was the president of the 

Flying Farmers when I was in there a little bit thicker.  

And see, I ended up bringing -- OK, one of my kids was born 

down in Caspar and I ended up flying them home.  That’s the 

way I got him home.   

JUNGE: OK.  Are you going to fly today? 

ORCHARD: I could, yeah.  I could.  This wind looks nice and if 

the -- if the place is dried out down there. 

JUNGE: It’s dried out, but well, more or less.  I walked on 

the ground.  It’s -- it’s OK, but the wind had that sock 

straight out. 

ORCHARD: Oh, did it? 

JUNGE: From the south to the north. 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: I’ll bet it was 40 miles an hour. 

ORCHARD: Oh, yeah, I don’t want anything going like that.  It’s 

-- it’s rocking and rolling out there.  I look at this big 
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tree.  It’s rocking and rolling and so I may not fly today, 

but. 

JUNGE: You can tell just by looking at the tree in the yard? 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: Oh, here we go.  I know we’re running late [01:35:00] 

now.  OK. 

ORCHARD: Oh, no.  Hello?  You son of a bitch. 

JUNGE: What was that? 

ORCHARD: Oh, that was a -- these guys that call up an then they 

hang up on you before you -- 

JUNGE: I have that all the time.  It drives me crazy. 

ORCHARD: I don’t know which way to jump so.   

JUNGE: Is there any -- oh, I was going to ask you real quick 

is there anybody else that I should talk to maybe a flying 

rancher?  You’re the only one around here that anybody 

knows about. 

ORCHARD: Well, really. 

JUNGE: Well, maybe I just haven’t been informed. 

ORCHARD: OK, now there -- there’s one down there in Sam 

Hampton.  See, they used -- used to have a plane, a J-3 out 

there.  That’s when you go through the canyon and then it 

goes to the right and pulls up on the hill and there’s a -- 

but you got to land in under the power line and all that 

sort of stuff down there.  And [01:36:00] so anyway, Sam 
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but he lives -- he and his wife, Phyllis, they’re in this -

- 

JUNGE: What’s the last name? 

ORCHARD: Hampton. 

JUNGE: OK. 

ORCHARD: Oh, yeah, then there’s the bushes right there.  But 

they -- they never been tangled up in the -- in the Red 

Reflet, that’s just a dude that’s come into the country and 

-- 

JUNGE: Yeah, tell me about -- I saw the sign.  What’s the Red 

Reflet?   

ORCHARD: That’s a guy from I’ll say Chicago over something like 

that millionaire and he came in here and bought this place 

and he’s just a millionaire.  He’s a dude millionaire and 

whatnot and -- 

JUNGE: Have you ever met him [01:37:00]? 

ORCHARD: Oh, yeah.  Yeah, I’ve been down and seem him. 

JUNGE: Now he’s had a -- replay is -- is must be French 

because it’s Red, the word red and -- 

ORCHARD: Yeah, that’d be the red hill, see.   

JUNGE: And R-E-F-L-E-T, what does that mean?   

ORCHARD: I don’t now have the slightest.  If you start giving 

me this French stuff forget it. 
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JUNGE: Yeah.  Well, somebody told me that there was a jet 

flying out of there? 

ORCHARD: Oh, yeah.  Yeah, hell, he used to have a -- he had a -

- I got to find this -- he had a mechanic and a pilot down 

there.  And he made this runway, this asphalt runway and 

that’s where -- and that’s the runway that he takes off on 

that thing. 

JUNGE: Right at the ranch? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, [01:38:00] fairly close, but he doesn’t have the 

-- the -- he -- his -- his mechanic and pilot he moved down 

to Phoenix right now.  And -- 

JUNGE: So there’s nobody flying out of there now? 

ORCHARD: No.   

JUNGE: Would he -- I wonder if he’d be down there now? 

ORCHARD: He might. 

JUNGE: Is it hard to get to?  I mean are the roads OK? 

ORCHARD: Oh, yeah. 

JUNGE: You don’t know his name though?   

ORCHARD: Yeah, his name is Bob -- here’s -- he’s the Hampton’s. 

JUNGE: OK.  We finally found it. 

ORCHARD: Yeah, back over there. 

JUNGE: Sam and Phyllis Hampton. 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: With ranches. 
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ORCHARD: They -- they live down in Worland. 

JUNGE: This is on page 8 -- 813 of the 2014 Winter 

Cattleman’s Edition of the Wyoming Livestock Roundup and 

it’s the yeah, it’s the 2014. 

ORCHARD: Hell, you can take it.  Now that there’s the one 

[01:39:00] that I -- 

JUNGE: OK. 

ORCHARD: -- that you got right there you can take the -- 

JUNGE: Well, thank you.  One last thing I want to ask you. 

ORCHARD: OK? 

JUNGE: Now what did you say this guy’s name was at the Red 

Reflet? 

ORCHARD: Oh, his name is -- is Bob -- oh, come on.  I’m getting 

around to having trouble remembering names.   

JUNGE: It doesn’t matter. 

ORCHARD: Well, no, it does.  It really -- Bob.  It’s hell 

getting old. 

JUNGE: Tell me about it.  I’ve got 71 years and that’s 

enough. 

ORCHARD: [01:40:00] Bob, just, you know, just kind of talking 

here a minute and we’ll -- 

JUNGE: Yeah. 

ORCHARD: -- it’s pretty (inaudible) -- oh, Kaplan. 

JUNGE: What is it? 
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ORCHARD: Bob Kaplan. 

JUNGE: How do you spell that? 

ORCHARD: K-A-P-L-A-N. 

JUNGE: What’s the phone number? 

ORCHARD: 366-2356. 

JUNGE: 366-2356? 

ORCHARD: Right. 

JUNGE: [01:41:00] 2356.  And the name is Bob Kap -- 

ORCHARD: Bob and his wife’s Lawrence. 

JUNGE: How do you spell that? 

ORCHARD: L-A-W-R-E-N-C-E, I think. 

JUNGE: And the last name is Kaplan? 

ORCHARD: Kaplan. 

JUNGE: Kaplan. 

ORCHARD: K-A-P-L-A-N, Kaplan. 

JUNGE: OK, and that’s -- they own the Red Reflet? 

ORCHARD: Yes.   

JUNGE: So what happens if you tell them how are things going 

on the Red -- Red Reflet? 

ORCHARD: I don’t know, they’ll probably correct you. 

JUNGE: So you think somebody might be down there.  I can go 

down there and just check.   

ORCHARD: Yeah.  You turn and then there’s -- there’s a -- but 

he’s got an airplane see and you’re kind of interested in 
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the airplane guys and there’s the -- there’s another Bob up 

the way. 

JUNGE: Faucet? 

ORCHARD: No. 

JUNGE: Let me put that back on for a second.  OK. [01:42:00] 

ORCHARD: But these -- the pilgrims that have come in here.  

See, there’s the airport arena and all that stuff. 

MY You call them pilgrims.  I haven’t heard that for a long 

time. 

ORCHARD: Oh, well, they’re not people that have been here for a 

long period of time.  Bob Foreman.   

JUNGE: Foreman. 

ORCHARD: Foreman, yes. 

JUNGE: F-O-R-E.   

ORCHARD: F-O-R-E-M-A-N, but I don’t know what the J.H. Upper 

Canyon Loop. 

JUNGE: What is he now?   

ORCHARD: Well, he maybe all he may just only have a cell phone.  

But it’s Bob Foreman and -- 

JUNGE: OK.  Now, what -- why [01:43:00] would you suggest 

him? 

ORCHARD: Oh, I would just because he’s another guy that came 

into the -- see, Kaplan came into it.  He’s from Chicago.  

And he might want to talk of some flying with you, but he 
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had see, his mechanic and pilot that he had down there and 

he flies a Citation or he flew a Citation.  He traded it 

off or he sold it, you know, $300,000 or something like 

that.  And -- and then they have kind of a dude ranch thing 

up there is what Kaplan’s got.   

JUNGE: Why would he need -- why wouldn’t he just have a 

private ranch?  Wouldn’t it be -- why does he have to have 

a dude ranch?  Maybe he’s trying to -- oh, it’s a tax thing 

probably. 

ORCHARD: Possibly, because he’s a millionaire.  And so it may 

be a thing there. [01:44:00]  Anyway, I got -- don’t get me 

into trouble with him talking to him because I’m not too 

interested in these pilgrims. 

JUNGE: Why not? 

ORCHARD: Because that they don’t make good neighbors.  I’m glad 

as hell that I don’t border him because they don’t fix 

their fences, they don’t take care of their livestock.  

They don’t do a lot of stuff because they don’t know what 

it is to do chores every day.  But he’s got some guys down 

there that are working with him.  They’re real nice guys.  

But -- 

JUNGE: Well, that’s all you need, isn’t it, Rob, you just 

need some good hands? 



78 
 

ORCHARD: You better know what you’re doing before you start.  

Skilled individuals, yes, but -- but you better know what 

well.  You got to move -- let’s move that set of Yearling 

heifers before we mess with the steers or that pasture is 

so and so and you -- you better be on top of your thing. 

[01:45:00] 

JUNGE: Well, what qualities does it take to be a good pilot? 

ORCHARD: I don’t know.  Make sure you land with the dirty side 

down, I guess. 

JUNGE: The dirty side down? 

ORCHARD: Sure, haven’t you ever looked at an airplane bottom?  

They’re always dirty. 

JUNGE: No, but tell me the kind of mentality you need to fly?  

I mean you’ve survived this long.  You must have a certain 

mentality. 

ORCHARD: I -- when I land each time I say thank you, Lord for 

cheating death one more time.  Oh, hell, I don’t know. 

JUNGE: Well, does it take -- my dad used to say, “Concentrate 

on what you’re doing, keep your mind on what you’re doing.” 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: Is that one of the things you need to -- 

ORCHARD: Yeah, you need to keep thinking about it, checking on 

things and whatnot like that and make sure you got a good 

instructor when you do it and don’t -- if you say well, 
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maybe we can do -- you don’t do it if you say maybe. 

[01:46:00]   

JUNGE: In other words, discretion is the better part of -- 

ORCHARD: Part of valor. 

JUNGE: -- valor.  Yeah, yeah.  What’s the best experience 

you’ve had flying?   

ORCHARD: I don’t know what the best experience I’ve had that -- 

that flying to Arizona was a lot of fun.  Flying down to 

there and -- and -- 

JUNGE: Now this could be jets or prop planes 

ORCHARD: Best experience.  Probably, the experience that I like 

the best is flying early in the morning when the air is 

clear and crisp and good [01:47:00] and if it’s rained a 

little bit before and you can take -- get down and to me 

that really turns my crank. 

JUNGE: Smelling the sage? 

ORCHARD: Smelling the sage and -- and the sun’s just coming up 

and you see it.  Everything’s coming to life.  To me, 

that’s just -- that’s -- 

JUNGE: Well said.  Well said.  I -- you know, there was a 

book by (inaudible) or Wind, Sand and Stars. 

ORCHARD: OK. 

JUNGE: He was a pilot and for him flying was an aesthetic 

experience.   
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ORCHARD: It is.  It’s a real aesthetic experience except you 

don’t want to get -- you don’t want to go to sleep while 

you’re doing so and so.  And you got to -- you got to pay 

attention.  But to fly early in the morning and -- and with 

-- and the air’s calm and good and it’s just like -- just 

like traveling on just [01:48:00] a rock, I mean it’s -- 

it’s -- it’s a -- it’s a experience for me every time that 

I do it.   

JUNGE: So you think a lot of people missed out on this? 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE:  Yeah. 

ORCHARD: If they haven’t been flying. 

JUNGE: You didn’t have a similar experience in a jet? 

ORCHARD: Yeah, I had one that I -- that I kind of enjoyed.  I 

flew with an instructor and he watched these thunderstorms 

building and they built right up to here and they go there 

and then they come back down, and there’s another one 

that’s built up here and come back down.  Well, the -- the 

first -- first time that I went and he said hey, you see 

those thunderstorms over there, Rob?  I said yeah.  He said 

let’s go over and check on them.  We took that jet and just 

flew right up beside this damn thing you can watch the 

thing making and curling and they were far enough on the 

outside that the air was still calm instead of it’s just 



81 
 

something else [01:49:00] and came over the top right like 

that and came down the other side and -- 

JUNGE: What an amazing experience. 

ORCHARD: Yes.   

JUNGE: What do you -- there’s almost something spiritual 

about that. 

ORCHARD: Yes.   

JUNGE: You don’t feel like you’re closer to God, do you? 

ORCHARD: Possibly.   

JUNGE: Do you believe in God? 

ORCHARD: Yes.  No, it’s -- and what’s the thing is I go down as 

I fly down through the canyon down and over here, down the 

Badlands and there’s calves being born out there, and the 

life is just hooked up, going again.  It -- it’s something 

else.  Here are these little calves out there and you go by 

them with the airplane.  That’s down a little bit lower 

than what you and Eisele were doing, I think.  But anyway, 

you go by and here’s this little calf throw his tail up in 

the air [01:50:00] and takes off running just as hard as he 

can.  It’s -- no, it’s -- it’s a spiritual experience.   

JUNGE: What’s the, I guess what’s the greatest thrill you’ve 

had in your career, your flying career? 

ORCHARD: One of the thing is getting my silver wings that I’d 

taken 13 months to -- to get and then I kept track of my 
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instructor.  He was -- his war was the Vietnam War.  And he 

flew F-100s stuff over in Vietnam and but he was -- he was 

an old guy.  Anyway, and but he was making sure that the 

planes were repaired.  He flew for the National Guard 

[01:51:00] down in Arizona -- no, Nevada National Guard.  

Boy, they had good planes and they had good mechanics and 

they just -- they were something else and he died on a year 

-- I don’t know six months ago and hated to lose him. 

JUNGE: What as his name? 

ORCHARD: Louie Bowerman. 

JUNGE: Louie Bowerman? 

ORCHARD: Bowerman, yeah. 

JUNGE: B-A-U? 

ORCHARD: No, B-O, Bo.  B-O-W-E-R-M-A-N. 

JUNGE: One last thing I wanted to ask you.  Did I ask you the 

most harrowing experience you ever had was? 

ORCHARD: That -- yeah, and that’s when I talked about that 

thing I almost had to get out of an airplane.  We ran out 

of -- ran out of jet fuel or we were in the process of 

doing it. 

JUNGE: I did -- 

ORCHARD: We can just pull up and eject.  That’s all we had.  

And that did not sound good to me.  But I felt well -- 

well, the Lord won’t let me do this. 
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JUNGE:  You [01:52:00] must believe in God.  Look it, you’re 

82 and you got how many hours of flying? 

ORCHARD: Oh, I got about 6,000, I guess. 

JUNGE: In -- in a private plane? 

ORCHARD: No, yeah, I know I threw in 500 hours that I had in 

the service and then I got this down here or this so I’ve 

got about 5,500 civilian flying. 

JUNGE: Well, you must be either awful lucky, awful good, or 

both. 

ORCHARD: I -- God’s watched out for me and you don’t get into 

bad clouds and you watch yourself and you don’t take -- 

don’t press your luck. 

JUNGE: Good enough. 

ORCHARD: Well, I guess it’s been -- 

JUNGE: Thank -- 

ORCHARD: -- great.  I -- I hope I’ve told you, give me a call 

anytime that you want to ask about something.   

JUNGE: Thank you.  I might do that.  It’s going to be a 

little hard for me to get from Cheyenne up this trail here 

to this ranch again -- 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: -- but maybe, you know, someday I’d love to come back.  

And you know what, I wouldn’t mind flying with you. 

[01:53:00] 
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ORCHARD: OK. 

JUNGE: All right. 

ORCHARD: That sounds good. 

JUNGE: I’ll pay the gas. 

ORCHARD: We can go flying. 

JUNGE: I’ll pay for the gas. 

ORCHARD: And but don’t do it and if the roads are muddy and you 

call me before you do and you come over -- come over the 

mountain and I’ll go -- we can go flying. 

JUNGE: You’ll show me a little bit of this country?   

ORCHARD: Oh, yeah. 

JUNGE: Show me the elk?  Are there elk up there? 

ORCHARD: Oh, yeah, there’s elk.  Crap. 

JUNGE: Big horn sheep? 

ORCHARD: Haven’t got any sheep. 

JUNGE: One thing I want -- you know, I fish. 

ORCHARD: OK. 

JUNGE: I’ve fished all my life.  I haven’t fished a lot -- 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: -- in the last 20 years, but these little creeks look 

pretty good. 

ORCHARD: No, they are.  They’re good fishing.  That one down 

there where you come through the canyon and it’s running 

right beside you there OK, there’s that and then it goes 
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back up above the canyon, above that next ranch and those -

- those walls on that thing are a thousand foot deep. 

JUNGE: But it doesn’t look like there’s much [01:54:00] water 

in that little creek right now. 

ORCHARD: Yeah.  Well, but there’s more than you realize I 

think. 

JUNGE: Fish had a -- a way of finding spots don’t they? 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: Yeah, you’re -- you’re right.  You’re absolutely 

right.  OK.  Let’s cut this off.  You’re already late.   

ORCHARD: No, I’m not.  Not quite. 

JUNGE: Well, I really would like to get a picture of you -- 

ORCHARD: OK. 

JUNGE: -- down by that hangar.  We’ll have to drive two 

separate vehicles, right?  Unless you want me to bring you 

back? 

ORCHARD: No.  No, if we’re going -- if we’re going -- if I’m 

going to try and get -- I hate to have myself get late down 

there to have dinner with them. 

JUNGE: Yeah. 

ORCHARD: And -- and but we can drive down there to the -- to 

the hangar. 

JUNGE: OK.  I want to tell you how -- what a pleasure this 

has been.  I’ve really enjoyed talking with you. 
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ORCHARD: Well, great, I’m glad to help -- 

JUNGE: You know -- 

ORCHARD: -- because I’ve enjoyed you also. 

JUNGE: Well, and I hope that -- I hope that this stirs a few 

memories, and I hope somebody does writes a little bit 

about you and your experiences in your life -- 

ORCHARD: Yeah. [01:55:00] 

JUNGE: -- you know. 

ORCHARD: I’ve had -- I’ve had several experiences from breaking 

horses, running horses to handling cattle.  There’s a 

certain way you can handle them and this is where the 

pilgrims don’t know that yet ’cause they’ve not tried it. 

JUNGE: That’s something my boss used to call them.  Ned Frost 

from Cody. 

ORCHARD: Oh, yeah, Ned Frost. 

JUNGE: Did you know Ned? 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: You knew Ned? 

ORCHARD: No, I know his -- I knew his name, but Ned, I was 

trying to think he’s -- isn’t he up to South Fork? 

JUNGE: No, he was on the North Fork. 

ORCHARD: Was he really?  Oh, then he’s running along a dude 

outfit for dude ranchers. 

JUNGE: Well, he’s -- he’s long gone. 
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ORCHARD: Oh, is he? 

JUNGE: He died in ’78. 

ORCHARD: Oh, really, well, see I left -- oh, hell, I left Cody 

in the eighth grade and -- and that’s eight on the 

something but I remember the name, Ned Frost and whatnot 

like that. 

JUNGE: Yeah, and his dad Malin, well his name was Nedward 

Malin Frost and his grandfather I think might have been -- 

yeah, his [01:56:00] grandfather was Malin, and his dad was 

Ned Senior. 

ORCHARD: I wish that my wife was here because she knows all 

those -- all those people over there. 

JUNGE: Yeah, I do too.  You know, Ned liked to trace his 

tradition -- his traditional ancestry all the way back to 

Jim Bridger because Jim Bridger taught Tim Baker his 

mountain lore.  Jim Baker taught Billy Witworth.  Billy 

Witworth taught Ned’s grandfather. 

ORCHARD: Oh, I’ll be darned. 

JUNGE: So Ned was -- he wanted to write a book about the 

outfitting business.  He said I -- he wanted to write a 

book on Yellowstone Park, the kind of book that nobody else 

could -- could write because he had been through that park 

with dudes. 

ORCHARD: Yeah, and he’d done it with horseback. 
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JUNGE: Yes.  Yes, with dudes -- 

ORCHARD: Yeah. 

JUNGE: -- and he squired the royalty from Europe and 

corporate executives and -- 

ORCHARD: Yeah, that’s why I know the name. 

JUNGE: Yeah, he was a wonderful man.  I -- he was -- I guess 

if you talk about the most influential people in my life 

he’d have to be one.  Did you put down the most influential 

person in your life in that -- 

ORCHARD: I wrote my dad. 

JUNGE: Yeah.  Well, that’s what most people write.  Mine -- 

mine too.  My dad was my most influential, even though we 

fought like hell.  Did you fight like hell with yours? 

ORCHARD: Oh, a certain thing the one my dad say, you know, “You 

need to move those damn steers out of there.”  “Now Pappy, 

let’s” -- and I called him Pappy.  And if we wait just a 

little bit this thing will do so and so and then we can 

move them in behind this and so and so. 

JUNGE: And he said? 

ORCHARD: Oh, he said no, now, come on and he -- and -- and I 

say, “You’re still running the outfit, Pappy.  If that’s 

what you want to do, that’s good enough for me.” [01:57:50] 
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