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OH-3005, Lisa Shepperson-Garnhart, 4-16-14, WY In Flight 

 

Part 1 

JUNGE: [00:00:00] Works fine. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: So, they’re going to be bad if I drink 

coffee or anything? 

JUNGE: No, no, not at all.  Today is the 16th of April, 2014.  

I’m Mark [Junge?] and I’m in the home of Lisa Shepperson.  

What’s your husband’s name, Lisa? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Nathan Garnhart, Gus. 

JUNGE: You call him Gus? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Gus Garnhart is what he goes by, yes. 

JUNGE: Nathan or Gus Shepperson in -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Garnhart. 

JUNGE: Garnhart?  Wait a minute.  So your last name is 

Garnhart. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I go by Shepperson hyphen Garnhart.  

I’m -- my maiden name is Shepperson. 

JUNGE: OK.  I’m sorry.  How do you spell that last name? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Shepperson or Garnhart?  (laughter) 

JUNGE: Garnhart. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’s G-A-R-N-H-A-R-T. 

JUNGE: OK.  Is that German? 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I’m not sure, actually.  His dad was 

adopted and it’s a long story. 

JUNGE: What’s the address of this place? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’s 31800 Wyoming Highway 259. 

JUNGE: OK.  So we are -- where are we geographically? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: We are about five miles [00:01:00] 

south of Midwest, Wyoming. 

JUNGE: OK.  And how many miles did I travel on 259 to get 

here from the interstate, I-25? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: So, you’re going to head north on I-25 

from Casper, about 35 north of Casper.  We are 11 miles on 

Highway 259 from I-25. 

JUNGE: Well, I did everything wrong getting here this 

morning.  I want you to know that.  And it snowed a little 

bit last night? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Rained and then snowed, so it’s really 

muddy.  Really muddy.  Which is wonderful because the green 

grass is just going to pop. 

JUNGE: Yeah.  You had a lot of moisture this year? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It has been a good winter, yup. 

JUNGE: Well, Lisa, give me your full name. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: So, my name is Lisa Ann Shepperson-

Garnhart. 

JUNGE: And you were born on what day, what year? 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: September 1, 1975 in Casper, Wyoming. 

JUNGE: OK, and your parents? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Are Frank and Susan Shepperson, and 

they were both also born here in [00:02:00] Casper, 

Wyoming. 

JUNGE: OK.  And were they ranchers, too? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: They both were, yup.  My dad married 

the neighbor girl, so both families were ranchers right 

here in this area. 

JUNGE: OK, so this is where you were raised. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes.  My family -- actually, I believe 

I’m the fifth generation rancher here in Wyoming. 

JUNGE: Were you raised at this place here?  I doubt it.  This 

place looks new. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah.  No.  This was actually part of 

the original family ranch, but my husband and I moved to 

one corner and my folks live on a different corner and then 

my other sisters live on different corners as well.  So we 

all live on the same spread, but just in different areas.  

But I was raised west of here, west of I-25, on [Castle?] 

Creek. 

JUNGE: Oh, west of I-25.  OK.  So, what was it like growing 

up as a kid? 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, it was just wonderful.  We’d -- 

thought it was the best place ever.  We played cowboys and 

Indians and trail rides and picnics and just had the best 

of times.  [00:03:00] We really didn’t know any different.  

Everybody would say, “Well, you’re so far from town,” 

because out there, it’s over -- between 40 and 50 miles to 

town and everybody thought we lived too far out but we 

loved it.  We didn’t know any different. 

JUNGE: Was that a sheep ranch or a cattle ranch? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: A cattle ranch, yup. 

JUNGE: Is there sheep ranching out here, too? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yes, there is.  And through the 

years, our family have owned sheep at several times, but 

right now and while I was growing up, mainly, it’s just 

been cattle. 

JUNGE: So, would you consider yourself a cowboy, or cowgirl? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Most definitely.  A cowgirl. 

JUNGE: OK, I want to get this right.  I don’t want the wrong 

terminology.  And you said you’re a member of the 

stockgrowers? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes. 

JUNGE: OK.  How many brothers and sisters? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I have two sisters and a brother.  I’m 

a middle child.  I have my oldest sister Lynn, and she’s 
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married and has two boys and they work here on the family 

ranch.  And then there’s myself, and then I have my younger 

brother Les who is a professional rodeo cowboy.  He steer 

wrestles, just like my father did.  We have a long 

[00:04:00] tradition of rodeo in our family.  And then I 

have my younger sister Amy, who lives down at Teapot Ranch, 

Amy Shepperson, and she’s also married to Hugh Deselms who 

is a rancher from Albin.  So, lots of agriculture in our 

family. 

JUNGE: Yeah, there’s a Deselms in Cheyenne. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: That’s exactly -- yup, same family. 

JUNGE: That’s the same family?  Harvey Deselms? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Harvey is his uncle, who owns the art 

gallery there. 

JUNGE: OK.  And Amy, you said, is a rodeo champ. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: She is.  She’s a national champion 

breakaway roper from the University of Wyoming.  Yup. 

JUNGE: What is breakaway roping? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Breakaway is where you actually rope 

the calf, but you don’t have to go tie the calf down like 

the men do.  You rope it, and the rope is tied to your 

saddle horn with a piece of string, so you just rope it, 

and then it breaks away, and that’s -- as soon as it 

breaks, there’s a flag that flies up, and that’s when they 
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stop the clock, so most of the girls were doing it in two 

or three seconds, and -- 

JUNGE: Two or three seconds?  So, if you rope the calf -- 

this is a calf or a cow? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’s a calf. 

JUNGE: OK, you rope the calf around the neck and then what’s 

-- when is it [00:05:00] broken away?  As soon as it breaks 

that little -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: As soon as it pulls the slack out of 

the rope, yeah. 

JUNGE: And she did it in two seconds? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yeah.  Lots of girls do it in two 

seconds.  It depends on the score, it depends on the 

calves, the arena, stuff like that.  But she was very good. 

JUNGE: Now, what was your event? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I breakaway roped and goat tied as 

well. 

JUNGE: I thought you were a barrel racer. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: No.  I barrel raced a little, but I 

wasn’t ever very good at that, honestly.  (laughs) 

JUNGE: Were you a national champion? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I was not.  I ended up, I believe, 

seventh in the nation when the college finals was up in 

Rapid City.  So, that’s the best I did. 
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JUNGE: Did you go to the university? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I did, went to the University of 

Wyoming when Pete Burns was the coach there.  He was 

wonderful.  We all loved him.  Miss him.  He recently 

passed away. 

JUNGE: Oh, really?  OK.  So, did you naturally go into rodeo 

events because your parents, or your dad, had done this? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Mm-hmm.  My grandfather, my dad’s dad, 

Frank, old Frank Shepperson, rodeoed in this area, steer 

wrestled, was his event.  [00:06:00] And he actually 

traveled to places like Madison Square Garden in New York 

and rodeoed back there and traveled around.  My 

grandmother, Billie Jean Beaton, barrel raced and stuff, 

and so it’s been in our family.  Then my dad, Frank 

Shepperson, who also did every event in high school and 

college, he was an all-around champion, won the saddle 

bronc in high school, and then in college, he was an all-

around champ and regional champ in saddle bronc and then 

won the nationals in the steer wrestling, and then he also 

went on in the professional ranks to win the world 

championship in 1975. 

JUNGE: And he won Cheyenne Frontier Days, too, didn’t he? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah, he won most all the big rodeos, 

yeah. 
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JUNGE: But he’s won it more than once, as I recall. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: You know, I honestly don’t know, 

actually. 

JUNGE: I think I’ve probably taken pictures of him because I 

used to take pictures of Cheyenne Frontier Days for the 

paper, and I remember the Shepperson name, of course.  But 

-- so he was a national champ and then a world champion. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: And a world champion, and then just 

recently, my brother [00:07:00] won the average at the 

national finals.  So, he didn’t win the world year-end 

standings, but he actually won the average, the ten-day 

average amongst the 15 best cowboys in the world.  So, that 

was really, really significant as well. 

JUNGE: Is that for all events? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: That was just for the steer wrestling.  

So, yeah.  It was really neat.  It was really neat. 

JUNGE: Well, who taught him how to steer wrestle? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I don’t know.  The neighbor guy or 

something, I guess.  (laughs) 

JUNGE: Well, you sound like you’re very proud of your family 

and their history of rodeo. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yeah.  I am.  It’s very neat.  It 

makes us who we are.  But rodeo is full of so many good 

people.  You know, it’s a lot of agriculture people and the 
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rodeo people are almost a family.  It’s the same families 

for generations and generations, and so we’ve known each 

other for years and -- it builds a lot of character.  You 

learn success.  You learn failure.  You learn living and 

dying.  And you learn to encourage other people.  

[00:08:00] You’re competing against your best friend, but 

you’re also rooting your best friend on, so it’s really a 

neat sport -- a unique sport. 

JUNGE: What do you think its future is in this country? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, I think it’s going to continue to 

grow.  I do.  Yeah, the popularity of it is really growing 

if you look at the TV events and the new events that are 

coming on, the new rodeos, the Houstons, the -- they just 

had a big rodeo called the American.  The popularity of 

that was huge, and the money that’s getting involved in it.  

You used to go to a rodeo and win several thousand.  Down 

there, they had a young gentleman who was 21 years old, won 

$1,000,000.  So I think it’s going to continue to grow in 

popularity.  I mean, we’re Wyoming.  We’re the forever 

west.  We’re the cowboy state.  It’s who we are. 

JUNGE: The -- yeah, we are the cowboy state.  There’s no 

doubt about that.  I was going to ask you something.  Oh, 

about rodeo.  There was another person from this area who 
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was really good: Chris LeDoux?  [00:09:00] Do you remember 

him? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yeah.  Yeah.  My dad and him knew 

each other.  They rodeoed at the same time.  Dad won the 

world in 1975.  Chris won it in 1976, so they were going at 

the same time and knew each other. 

JUNGE: Did you know him -- Chris -- very well? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I knew him a little bit.  His kids were 

the same age as me, and so we played basketball and 

volleyball and sports against each other, and I know all 

his kids very well and his daughter, Cindy, the best, but 

yeah.  Knew him and his family well.  They’re a good 

family. 

JUNGE: I taught at [Sheridan?] College in ’68 and ’69.  Chris 

LeDoux was on the rodeo team there.  And he played guitar.  

He was very handsome.  He was a champion -- what, bareback 

or saddle bronc rider? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Bareback. 

JUNGE: Bareback.  So, it’s like, this guy had it all.  And 

his rodeo coach, Pat Hamilton, loved him.  And then I found 

out he was from Cheyenne.  And he went to high school with 

some people down in Cheyenne that I know.  [00:10:00] He 

didn’t really have the ranching background, did he? 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I think his family was military 

background, yeah.  That’s how he ended up in Cheyenne was 

the -- his dad was in the military, I believe. 

JUNGE: So there are some people who start in totally 

different circumstances that become cowboys, and some of 

these guys have never -- as I understand it, have never 

worked on a ranch.  Is that right? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah.  Yup, that’s very true.  Very 

true.  Yup. 

JUNGE: The ones you see in Madison Square Garden -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I know.  Yup. 

JUNGE: Well, that’s interesting.  When you grew up on the 

ranch west of I-25, what was the name of the ranch? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’s just the Shepperson Ranch. 

JUNGE: What was the brand? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’s a diamond heart.  It’s a diamond 

with an upside-down heart attached to it. 

JUNGE: Did you brand calves? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yeah. 

JUNGE: You did all the work that everybody else had to do? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: On our ranch, we always teased all the 

guys because the guys are the rodeo bums, but the girls are 

the ones that actually stay home and get the work done.  

(laughs)  But my dad raised us gals to be very [00:11:00] 



12 
 

independent, so it didn’t matter if I was roping, if it was 

wrestling calves, castrating, branding, every kid did every 

job and learned all the roles so we could be self-

sufficient. 

JUNGE: Did you work sheep, too? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: We did.  Like I said, I think in the 

’80s, for just a few years, we had sheep.  I was fairly 

young then, and that’s the last time we’ve had sheep.  But 

yes, I’ve docked sheep and -- 

JUNGE: Did you dock sheep?  That’s just what I was going to 

ask you. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup.  Oh, yeah. 

JUNGE: Now, wait a minute.  When you dock sheeps, the 

traditional way is to put your head between their legs and 

pull the testicles out with your teeth. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes.  I’ve done it. 

JUNGE: You did that? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I’ve done it.  Yup.  (laughs)  I think 

all of us kids actually have.  Yup. 

LAVOYE: Mommy? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes, honey? 

LAVOYE: (inaudible) 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: You did?  Are you OK? 

LAVOYE: Yeah. 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: You’re tough, huh? 

LAVOYE: No, I need a Band-Aid. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: You need a Band-Aid?  OK.  We’ll get 

one in just a minute, OK? 

LAVOYE: Please? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Just a minute. 

JUNGE: You can get one if you really want one.  I can put it 

on pause. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Let me see.  Is it bleeding? 

LAVOYE: No. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Then it’s OK. 

LAVOYE: Please?  [00:12:00] It hurt me. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Let me see. 

JUNGE: Sometimes, you know what really helps, Lavoye?  

Sometimes it really helps if you -- if somebody kisses it.  

Oh, I’ll bet that’ll work.  That’ll work. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Did you eat all your strawberries? 

JUNGE: I think she did. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Don’t pull that.  Don’t pull that.  Did 

you eat all your strawberries? 

LAVOYE: What there? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’s a microphone, honey.  We’re trying 

to do an interview. 

LAVOYE: Where? 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: OK?  It goes over to this machine over 

here.  Can you let us finish here? 

JUNGE: Do you want to listen to your voice?  OK, wait a 

minute.  Let me put this on “Stop.” 

END OF AUDIO FILE 

 

OH-3005, Part 2, Lisa Shepperson-Garnhart, 4-16-14, WY In Flight 

JUNGE: [00:00:00] OK.  We’re back on.  And Levoye -- and how 

do you spell her name? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’s L-A-V-O-Y-E. 

JUNGE: Just like the town. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Just like the town was. 

JUNGE: She was named for the [soil?] town nearby. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It was right here.  The Lavoye swimming 

pool -- you drove right by it.  It was just on the other 

side of this house here. 

JUNGE: Really? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: And it was still here, the foundation 

was still here when we moved here, but it was really 

cracked and there was getting to be holes in it and we were 

afraid some livestock would fall down in it, so we actually 

backfilled in it. 

JUNGE: Are there foundations of homes? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yes. 
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JUNGE: Do you run across stuff like that once in a while? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: We do.  A lot of them are brick, the 

old red brick, you know.  And when we see them, we try to 

clean them up and -- there was a lot of junk here and we’ve 

tried to clean it up.  But the old highway was this road 

that you came in on.  The old, old highway right here in 

front. 

JUNGE: You know, my wife’s best friend is Mary Hartman.  And 

she taught for nearly forty years.  [Ardith?] taught for 

thirty years, and she made friends with Mary Hartman.  And 

she’s very civic minded and she is a [00:01:00] big role in 

the preservation of those carriages at the Old West Museum.  

And she used to be married to a rancher at Iron Mountain.  

And Mary is really interested in the Midwest and Lavoye and 

this whole oil field area and the reason is because her dad 

was interested in it and wrote a history of the Salt Creek.  

His name was Ed Billie. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yeah, I’ve heard of him. 

JUNGE: Have you heard of him? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup.  Yup. 

JUNGE: And he put together a slideshow and she helped him put 

together a slideshow on the Midwest oil field and she said, 

“You know, Mark,” she said, “This stuff’s going.”  She 

said, “I mean, old towns like Lavoye, Midwest,” Well, 
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Edgerton’s still there.  “But some of this stuff is going.”  

They were, what, half a dozen towns in this area? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, or more.  Yeah.  Because there was 

no transportation, so you lived where you worked.  There 

was Dutch Camp, Louis Camp, Electric Plant Camp, Shannon, 

Lavoye, a lot of them.  I’m not even naming half of them, 

probably. 

JUNGE: Well, to get to those towns, did they all go on this 

highway [00:02:00] you were talking about back here? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes.  Yup, that was the main highway of 

transportation. 

JUNGE: Now, as I understand it, the very first paved road in 

Wyoming was from Casper to Midwest. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Really?  I’ll be darned.  And the first 

lighted football field was in Midwest. 

JUNGE: Interesting, your claims to fame here.  Would you live 

anywhere else? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: No, this is home.  This is home. 

JUNGE: Do you have antelope running in your backyard here? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Everywhere.  Antelope and deer, yup.  

They come in and munch on all of our hay. 

JUNGE: Oh, that’s not good, is it? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, we don’t mind.  We kind of like the 

animals.  We like the wildlife. 
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JUNGE: Do you? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup.  We do.  We enjoy them. 

JUNGE: So, you’ve got antelope, deer, what else? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: There’s a resident elk herd that lives 

right here.  And they have [Branton Ridge?], and we do see 

them come down here on the creek at times.  During hunting 

season you won’t see them, but a lot of times during the 

winter, they’ll come down. 

JUNGE: Is there a season on them? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes.  In fact, my grandmother -- I’m 

trying to remember when it was.  Was it 2006?  She actually 

shot a six-point bull elk.  [00:03:00] She was 90-so years 

old.  Yeah, I think it -- something like that.  Ninety 

years old.  Eighty-nine, maybe.  Anyway, shot a six-point 

bull elk right here in this Branton Ridge area. 

JUNGE: Mrs. Beaton? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup. 

JUNGE: What was her first name? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Billie Jean. 

JUNGE: And she shot an elk when she was 89. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Mm-hmm. 

JUNGE: She must have been tough. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, she was tougher than a boot.  She 

was riding until just this last year, riding horses and 
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stuff.  Yeah.  She had a brain aneurysm and that’s the only 

thing that (inaudible). 

JUNGE: So she went quick? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah. 

JUNGE: Well, I think most people would wish for that, don’t 

you? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah, yeah. 

JUNGE: Did you know her pretty well? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yeah.  I’ve known her my whole 

life.  I can’t even hardly imagine the branding in the 

spring without her.  She was an institution. 

JUNGE: Now, your dad’s still alive.  How old is Frank? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: He is -- he was born in 1942, so he’s 

going to be 73 this year? 

JUNGE: And your mom? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: She was born in ’46, so she’s 68 or -9 

or whatever. 

JUNGE: They’re still, both of them still alive? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yeah.  Yup.  Doing great. 

JUNGE: Great.  Oh, that’s fantastic.  Well, I [00:04:00] -- 

you know, before we get into this flying thing, I love -- 

you know, the Shepperson name, to me, spells rodeo.  I 

don’t know why.  I guess it’s because I read in the papers 

“Shepperson wins.  Shepperson.  Shepperson.”  And there 
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were pictures and what have you.  Do you have any good 

rodeo stories? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: (laughs)  That I can tell on the 

recording? 

JUNGE: Sure.  Sure.  Let it hang out.  You know, if we don’t 

want it or you don’t want it at the end, we’ll just -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: On some of the family you mean, or -- 

JUNGE: Yeah, maybe a story about your dad. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, gosh.  Let me think about that for 

a second.  He would be a better one to talk to on that.  He 

has some really good rodeo stories, and he doesn’t mind 

telling them on himself.  I feel -- I don’t know if I 

should tell them on him or not. 

JUNGE: Well, is there any -- like, relationship you had with 

him during rodeo that maybe was a little tough situation or 

embarrassing or rewarding? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, my dad, when we were [00:05:00] 

rodeoing, was my greatest source of frustration and also my 

greatest inspiration.  We would practice and he would come 

down and help us and he would cuss and yell and ask us what 

the heck we’re thinking, why are you doing that, you’re 

messing up, and this and that, but then he’d also make you 

feel like you were king of the world when you did something 

good, so -- he was very good at the positive and negative 
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stimuli which you use to train anything, to train any 

animals or people or whatever.  So he -- I don’t know.  Him 

and my mother both -- I can’t forget her, she worked for 

hours and hours and hours -- but -- 

JUNGE: At the rodeo?  The chutes? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: No, just in a practice pen.  In the 

practice pen at home.  And then when we’d go to the rodeo, 

she always had the video recorder and videoed us so we 

could see what we were doing right and what we were doing 

wrong.  They were so supportive, so supportive of all of 

us. 

JUNGE: How far back does rodeo go in the family? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I think [00:06:00] my -- that’d be my 

grandfather, I think was the first one that kind of got it 

started.  Dad’s -- dad’s dad, old Frank Shepperson -- Frank 

-- Frank Lester was his name.  Frank Lester Shepperson. 

JUNGE: How did they get to his part of Wyoming, or the world? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: They came up the Chisholm Trail in the 

1880s and they settled in several different places.  

They’ve been in the Guernsey area and finally landed here, 

but we kind of ended up with the homestead was west of the 

interstate.  They started -- they kind of were in various 

areas here, but because of the oil field and the fighting 

and the murders that went on in the early part of that, 
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they wanted out of the oil field, and so they settled west 

of here, on Castle Creek.  Which, darn it.  If they’d have 

stayed in there, it would have been a little different 

story today.  We wouldn’t be broke cowpokes.  We’d have 

been [00:07:00] rich oilmen, but instead we’re broke 

cowpokes, but -- so, it’s just -- 

JUNGE: Well, you couldn’t -- now, listen, you couldn’t tell 

it by this house.  This house -- this house is a mansion.  

It’s a log mansion. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes.  My husband has a -- we ranch, of 

course.  My husband and I run our own cattle.  But he also 

has a contracting business in the oil field, and so as my 

dad says, it’s a lot of welding rod that built this house.  

He’s a -- my husband’s a welder by trade and he grew up 

here.  His family grew up here for generations as well, but 

he also went to Alaska, up at Prudhoe Bay, and welded, and 

then came back and started his own business, and -- 

JUNGE: He was on the -- he worked on the Alaska pipeline? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: He did not work on the pipeline, no.  

He worked in the rigs, just on the rigs, way up in Prudhoe 

Bay. 

LAVOYE: Mommy, I broke it. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’s OK, honey.  It’s OK.  I’ll fix it.  

Thank you, honey. 
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JUNGE: So, how did you guys meet? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Our families have known each other.  My 

grandmother, Billie Jean Beaton, grew up in the Salt Creek 

area.  And his grandfather, [00:08:00] Nick [Conn?], also 

grew up in the Salt Creek area.  And so our grandparents 

have known each other since they were little kids.  And our 

family actually owns his family’s homestead now, but we’ve 

known each other for generations.  And Gus and I went to 

school together since we were little bitty tykes. 

JUNGE: So this wasn’t love at first sight. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: No.  We went to senior prom.  We’ve 

known each other for years, but then after high school, we 

both kind of took different routes.  Him going to Alaska to 

weld and work and me going to the University of Wyoming and 

stuff and then we kind of ended up coming back here to the 

Midwest area and -- 

JUNGE: Was it a foregone conclusion, Lisa, that you should go 

to the University of Wyoming? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I looked at other places.  In high 

school, I played basketball and I loved sports.  Our 

family’s always -- 

JUNGE: How tall are you? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: About 5’11”. 
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JUNGE: Which is pretty tall for a basketball -- girl in 

basketball. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah.  And our family’s been very 

athletically inclined in this area, and so we -- I looked 

at some of the junior colleges [00:09:00] around here and 

thought about doing that, but my heart was always with the 

rodeo, so -- 

JUNGE: Well, Casper College has a rodeo team, doesn’t it? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: They do.  But you can’t hardly do both 

sports and do them well.  You’ve really got to focus on one 

or the other.  You could probably try, but it’d be very 

demanding. 

JUNGE: Because of the time? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah.  Just the time crunch.  You know, 

any more, the sports at college -- it’s not a season.  It’s 

almost a year-round deal.  And I just decided to pick one 

and go with that. 

JUNGE: OK, well, so, the basketball season starts usually in 

what?  September?  October? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Mm-hmm. 

JUNGE: And goes until January or Mar-- February?  For 

women’s, I assume? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup. 
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JUNGE: And then rodeo, isn’t that more or less a spring 

sport, then? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It has a fall and a spring, so when we 

first get to college in the fall and August, first of 

September, we go for two months then, and then also in the 

spring. 

JUNGE: It’s kind of like spring football and fall football, 

reversed.  So, your heart was with rodeo.  [00:10:00] 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Mm-hmm.  And also, I loved basketball a 

ton, but it’s a team sport, so you can only control so 

much.  With rodeo, you screw up, you don’t have anybody to 

blame but yourself.  So, you’re a little more accountable. 

JUNGE: Or if you succeed, you don’t have to share the trophy. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: That’s true.  That’s true.  Yup. 

JUNGE: OK.  Now, is your husband involved in rodeo? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: He does.  He team ropes.  And he -- he 

grew up not involved in agriculture, but he -- since 

becoming involved with our family, he felt the love of it, 

and he team ropes and goes to a lot of team roping now. 

JUNGE: So, how old is he? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: He is 37. 

JUNGE: Is that -- isn’t that pretty young for a team roper, 

or -- 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Well, and he doesn’t compete in the 

professional rodeos.  It’s just the local, like the 

wrangler ropings and -- 

JUNGE: What’s the one in Kaycee? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It has the local Friday night ropings 

and he goes to the ones that you can be competitive at, but 

it’s a numbering system, so -- he’s just -- there’s all 

ages.  [00:11:00] There’s anywhere from 15 to 85.  That 

you’ve seen some of the guys that are almost tied in their 

saddles trying to rope and stuff, but they love it and they 

enjoy it, so -- 

JUNGE: Now, your father flies an airplane. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes, he flies a 182. 

JUNGE: A Cessna 182. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: A Cessna 182. 

JUNGE: Still flies? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup. 

JUNGE: Tell me about how he got into flying.  I’ll ask him, 

but tell me how he got into flying. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Well, I -- my understanding is, and 

don’t -- I mean, it could be a little different, but some 

of the local area ranchers around here flew, and he flew 

with them some, and then I think he fell in love with it.  

Went and bought this plane from a gentleman north of 
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Douglas and started flying on the ranch and flying to 

rodeos as well.  He’s flown all over the United States, 

Canada, everywhere. 

JUNGE: That’s how he got to rodeos?  How did he take his 

horse? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Well, he also drove to some rodeos, but 

when he was trying to hit multiple rodeos in -- over, 

[00:12:00] say the 4th of July season where there’s 20 

rodeos in 10 days, he’d just jump on somebody else’s horse.  

You know, they ride other people’s horses, or had somebody 

drive his horses to one rodeo -- typically my mom would be 

the one driving and he’d fly to several different rodeos 

and end up meeting her somewhere else. 

JUNGE: So when you say “this plane,” is there a plane right 

out here? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: There is not, actually.  My plane -- I 

have a Citabria, and it’s a 1970 Citabria, and it just got 

re-covered over at Wind River Aviation with Gary Loose, and 

so I brought it back at the 1st of December right before I 

had my baby.  And when I brought it back, the wind was 

blowing about 35 miles an hour.  It was not fun.  And so I 

knew when I landed, I had to be somewhere that I had some 

help.  So I landed at my dad’s place.  Him and my brother 

both jumped on each wing to keep it from flipping over, and 
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we got it into my dad’s hangar.  My dad has a two-airplane 

hangar.  And so it’s over there.  And then I just had the 

baby [00:13:00] and now the battery’s dead.  So I haven’t 

flown for -- I have the battery sitting over there.  I need 

to go get it put in.  I haven’t flown for about a month or 

two now, so -- 

JUNGE: Tell me about first getting into flying. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Well, I grew up with my dad -- going 

with my dad -- we’d go check cattle.  We’d go check fences 

and reservoirs, water, and stuff like that.  And I just 

loved it.  It’s one of the ultimate freedoms.  And it just 

-- it’s wonderful.  It’s also a huge time savings for us, 

where it would take you an hour to drive around, go check 

water somewhere else.  You can hop in the plane and check 

it in five or ten minutes.  So it was really a time saver. 

JUNGE: Did you get your pilot’s license? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup.  I have my pilot’s license.  In my 

dad’s 182 is what I learned in.  It has a STOL kit on it.  

And then I got my tail wheel endorsement in the Citabria as 

well. 

JUNGE: What’s a STOL kit? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’s a Slow Takeoff and Landing, so 

basically it allows you to cruise at a slower speed without 
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stalling and so -- which is perfect for check cattle.  

[00:14:00] 

JUNGE: Oh, OK.  Now, I would imagine you didn’t have to pay 

for flying lessons. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yeah.  I did.  I did.  You know, I 

had flown a lot with my dad so that did help me have a 

head’s up on it, but I went into Casper into -- it’s called 

Crosswind Aviation now, but I went with a certified flight 

instructor there.  His name is Jamie Blaha and he still 

instructs a little, but he also flies for McMurray’s.  He’s 

a ranch kid from Pinedale, and a wonderful, wonderful 

instructor.  I can’t say enough about him.  He flew in 

Alaska and he taught me in the 182, and then also, he has a 

tail wheel endorsement, so he taught me also in the 

Citabria and he’s just a wonderful instructor.  I can’t say 

enough about him. 

JUNGE: What’s his name? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Jamie Blaha. 

JUNGE: B-L-A-H-A? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Uh-huh. 

JUNGE: Why couldn’t your dad have taught you? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: He doesn’t have his CFI. 

JUNGE: Certified Flight Instructor? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Right. 
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JUNGE: Oh, OK.  But there was none of this, “Hey, look, I’ll 

let you take over the controls.” 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, no. 

JUNGE: He didn’t do that. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: No.  My dad’s [00:15:00] -- one of my 

dad’s things is “There are old pilots and lots of bold 

pilots, but no old, bold pilots.”  And so he wanted us -- 

my sister actually got her pilot’s license, I got my 

pilot’s license, and my brother has his pilot’s license.  

My younger sister, Amy, is the only one who doesn’t, but he 

made us all go through the books and do it right and learn 

the dangers and the pros and the cons and everything 

associated with it. 

JUNGE: Now did he push this on you, or did you just want to 

do it? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah, it was something that we just 

wanted to do.  All of us wanted to do.  We all really liked 

it.  My sister, Lynn, she doesn’t fly so much anymore.  

She’s really busy with her two older boys.  But my brother 

Les flies a lot.  He flies the 182 because it’s over there 

a lot more. 

JUNGE: Lavoye, what are you doing? 

LAVOYE: (inaudible) 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, no. 
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LAVOYE: Yeah.  (inaudible) bit me. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: OK.  It’s OK.  Can you let [00:16:00] 

me finish this, honey?  We’re almost done, OK?  Give me 

just a little bit longer.  Go take care of Lanai and watch 

your TV, OK?  You can take that. 

LAVOYE: OK.  Thank you, Mama. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: OK.  Thank you. 

JUNGE: You’re bringing her up right.  “Thank you, Mama.”  

That’s nice.  So, OK, so you said all three learned how to 

fly.  Was this truly a necessity for this ranch, or -- I 

mean, because a lot of people don’t have planes, right? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Right.  Right.  It’s not a necessity, 

but it definitely helps us a lot.  A lot of the ranchers 

around here, just given the size of the ranches, it takes a 

lot of acres per cow around here.  It’s not the most 

productive land in the world, so it’s not a necessity but 

it definitely is a time saver. 

JUNGE: Well, I thought fences kept your cattle in. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Well, if the fences are up.  (laughs) 

JUNGE: OK.  So, how -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: My dad always says, “We’d rather go 

ride horseback and put them back in [00:17:00] five times 

than (inaudible).”  But we do fix fence occasionally. 

JUNGE: So, how big is this place? 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: We -- it’s about 120,000 acres total. 

JUNGE: For the whole family? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Mm-hmm. 

JUNGE: OK, so who checks -- I mean, who does the flying? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Everybody.  Like I said, my sister, 

Lynn, doesn’t fly so much anymore, but my brother flies at 

times, my dad flies at times, at times I’ll fly.  It just 

depends on everyone’s schedule and what’s going on and -- 

like, when I was pregnant, I can’t go ride when I’m nine 

months pregnant, and so if I can do other things, I shuffle 

trucks or fly or do other things, then I can.  And just 

whatever we can do to help. 

JUNGE: I can’t imagine you flying when you’re nine months 

pregnant.  Because it takes nine months to make a baby, 

last time I checks. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: (laughs)  When I went to get the plane, 

Gary Loose, he looked me and thought, “Are you going to fly 

this back?”  But yeah, everything went great. 

JUNGE: So, what does it take to be a good pilot? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: [00:18:00] Patience, I think, and being 

very detail-oriented.  I think that you can’t take a lot of 

shortcuts.  You’ve got to be thorough with your weather and 

just making sure that everything is true and correct and -- 

I don’t take any chances, especially now that I have my 
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kiddos.  If something’s not working right, if the carb 

heat’s not working right, I don’t go.  I want everything to 

be working just right when I go. 

JUNGE: The carb heat? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah.  Carburet-- 

JUNGE: See, you’re throwing out these terms and I’m totally 

stupid when it comes to airplanes. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: (laughs)  Just the carburetor heat to 

keep the carburetor from icing up, but it doesn’t matter 

what it is.  If something’s not working right.  If there’s 

a bolt missing or -- anything, very minor to very major.  

If there’s -- sometimes we’ll get wasp’s nests in your 

pitot tube.  Living on the ranch, your plane isn’t indoors 

and all protected, so you’ll get mice in there at times or 

whatever.  If everything isn’t perfect, I don’t go, but 

[00:19:00] to be a good pilot, you’ve just to be very 

thorough, I think.  And so when you’re doing your walk-

around and you’re checking everything, you’re doing your 

run-up, you make sure everything’s just right. 

JUNGE: And can you always find a wasp nest or a rodent? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yeah.  You’ll know. 

JUNGE: OK.  So, this is a two passenger, the Cessna? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: The Cessna 182 is actually a four-

passenger. 
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JUNGE: A pilot, co-pilot -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: And then a backseat. 

JUNGE: But you don’t have a co-pilot. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Not usually.  Sometimes when we’re 

flying, we will have somebody with you.  If you’re trying 

to find a bull or something like that, sometimes they’re 

hard to spot when you’re flying.  You’re busy flying and 

you don’t want to be looking down all the time, so you have 

somebody to help spot you -- spot things for you. 

JUNGE: So, somebody usually goes with you? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Sometimes.  It just depends.  Probably 

50/50.  Sometimes you go on your own and sometimes you take 

somebody with you. 

JUNGE: So, you spot this bull that’s a ways away where he 

shouldn’t be.  Then, can you call in and say, “This is the 

situation”? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup.  [00:20:00] Ten years ago, we 

always had two-way radios.  We had a two-way radio in the 

plane and in all the vehicles and at the home base.  And 

now we have cell phones, of course.  And we have good cell 

coverage here, so then you just hop on your phone and call 

and let them know where it’s at. 

JUNGE: You mentioned this earlier.  I can’t believe you have 

good cell phone coverage. 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah.  Very good.  Thank goodness for 

the [low field?].  That’s one of the perks of living here 

is good internet, good cell phone. 

JUNGE: In Midwest, Wyoming. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup.  Yup. 

JUNGE: And this isn’t exactly the most populated region.  

Everything depends on the oil field, then. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah.  There was only 12 kids in my 

class, so there’s not a lot of people that live here.  

There’s a lot of people that commute here to work, from 

Casper, from Kaycee, from Wright, from all over.  But 

there’s not a lot of people that actually live here. 

JUNGE: OK.  So, you’re out flying now.  You’ve checked 

everything.  You’re in the air.  Have you had any problems 

in the air? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I have been lucky enough to not have 

any problems, no.  Other than some wind shears and good old 

[00:21:00] Mother Nature letting you know she’s still the 

boss.  Like flying home, bringing the airplane home to land 

her the other day.  You can’t take thi-- that for granted.  

That’s our main issue. 

JUNGE: Well, tell me about that.  Tell -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Well, just -- it can change so fast 

here.  The wind direction, and -- especially in the 
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Citabria.  You -- the wind affects it.  You’re kind of like 

a little kite out there.  And that’s why my dad likes the 

182 because it’s a little more stable.  It’s kind of like a 

big old Cadillac going down the road.  It’s a little more 

safe, so -- 

JUNGE: Did you run into bad weather? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Just the wind was all.  I’ve never been 

in a thunderstorm.  I’ve never had any issues like that.  

My dad has had a lot more interesting experiences.  Just, I 

think, if you’ve flown more and also done a lot more cross 

countries.  I’ve done a few cross countries.  I’ve flown to 

Denver, down to Centennial, and Rapid City, and a few 

places, but not anything real major, whereas my dad has 

flown to Canada.  And when you’re going on those big trips, 

you’re going to have some interesting issues at times. 

JUNGE: Yeah.  Are you [00:22:00] instrument rated? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I am not.  I would love to do that at 

some time.  I think that’s really good for every pilot, 

just to know.  The more you know, the better you are.  But 

I just haven’t had the time.  It takes a lot of time to do 

that. 

JUNGE: So, when you flew from Casper -- or Lander to here, 

did you run into weather? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Just wind. 
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JUNGE: Just wind?  What happens if you run into a cloud bank? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: You go way around, or go somewhere 

else.  Especially if you’re in the Citabria.  (laughs)  If 

you’re in the 182, you can do some, maybe some maneuvering 

under it or over it or whatever, but if you’re in the 

Citabria, you don’t want to be caught in one of those 

things.  No. 

JUNGE: Well, why have a Citabria, then? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Well, it is wonderful for checking 

cattle because you can really cruise at a slow speed. 

JUNGE: Like, what speed? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Sixty, seventy knots.  And you can 

cruise at real slow speed.  You can also take off and land 

in a very short distance: 300 to 400 yards.  And so, for 

instance, [00:23:00] we’ll be out checking cattle or 

something and if I need to land -- like, my folks are 

trailing up on the mountain or something and I need to land 

and visit with them or do something (this was all before 

cell phones, it was even more important), I can land in a 

short distance, just on a, say, 50-mile flat, some flat 

space.  I can set her down where you can’t set down a 182. 

JUNGE: Have you done that? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Mm-hmm. 



37 
 

JUNGE: Where are -- what are some of the places you’ve 

landed? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, just some -- like roads.  County 

roads are great places if there’s not any traffic on them, 

to set them down.  Or like, there’s a -- there was a real 

old landing strip that was full of brush.  And I thought it 

looked a little better than it did from the air and I set 

her down and it was pretty brushy and pretty bumpy, so I 

kind of regretted that one, but we got down and up safely.  

But the main reason I have this plane is because it was my 

grandfather’s, also.  My grandfather on my mom’s side, Tom 

Campbell, had the plane.  (Just a second, honey.)  And then 

he [00:24:00] gave it to my uncle, John Campbell, who flew 

it for years.  And then I bought it from my uncle, John.  

So it’s been in the family.  It’s a 1970.  And so it’s been 

in the plane, and it’s kind of got some sentimental value.  

So, it’s good around the ranch.  A lot of people have them.  

Citabria is Airbatic spelled backwards. 

JUNGE: I was wondering about that.  How do you spell that? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’s C-I-T-A-B-R-I-A.  So, you can see 

it’s Airbatic.  And it is an Airbatic plane.  It is 

approved, and it has a list of flight maneuvers that it’s 

approved for you.  You know, loops and hammerheads and 

spins and a few things like that. 
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JUNGE: Have you ever had one upside-down? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup. 

JUNGE: On purpose? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup.  I’m not supposed to, I don’t 

think, probably, but yeah.  I’ve done a few maneuvers this 

plane around.  I think the more you know how your plane 

handles, the better you are [00:25:00] -- the better pilot 

you are.  And so I’ve done a few of those things.  You 

definitely want to get up there around 10,000 feet and give 

yourself some room in case something happens, but -- 

JUNGE: What made you decide to do this? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Just out of curiosity.  Right there in 

the cockpit, it has the list of approved airbatic maneuvers 

that it’s approved for, so -- 

JUNGE: So you went -- you knew how to do it. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: We’ve done loops and spins and 

hammerheads. 

JUNGE: What’s a hammerhead? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’s where you just basically fly 

straight up and then you curl over sideways, like that, 

kind of fall over like that. 

JUNGE: Have you been in a stall situation? 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yeah.  You’ve got to do a lot of 

stalls when you’re learning to fly.  Power on and power off 

stalls. 

JUNGE: How do you get out of a stall? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It depends on the situation.  If you’re 

on a power off stall or a power on, but the main thing is, 

add power if you’re in a power off and dip your nose down, 

and get going again. 

JUNGE: So, explain -- because I’ve always wondered what a 

stall is.  You’re flying along [00:26:00] level at 10,000 

feet.  Then what?  How do you get into a stall? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Well, you’re not going to be flying 

level and in a stall.  A stall’s when you’re trying to, for 

instance, you’re taking off.  And you’re trying to take 

off, say, in a short distance.  You’re got some trees in 

front of you and you’re trying to climb too fast and you 

just don’t have the power.  So if you’re taking off and 

you’re pulling out real steep and you stall, you’ve 

basically got to get your nose down and get some airspeed 

and some power and stuff going again.  But it just depends 

on -- 

JUNGE: Would it -- why wouldn’t it stall right over the 

trees?  I mean -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It could.  It could stall at any time. 
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JUNGE: But your solution is not to -- your solution is to put 

power on it. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes.  But you’ve got to dip your nose 

down to get some more airspeed.  Basically, you’ve lost 

power, you’ve lost airspeed. 

JUNGE: OK.  OK.  Did you ever get in any situations where you 

were really worried? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: No.  I don’t put myself in those 

situations if at all possible.  (laughs) 

JUNGE: But you’ve landed on county roads.  Spray pilots do, I 

know that.  [00:27:00] I used to work for Bighorn Airways 

when I was up there and Bob Eisele used to land on some 

county roads.  But you -- there was one time he landed in a 

pasture and he had to spook the cattle off of it.  He had 

to [spray?] these cattle.  But he didn’t get rid of all of 

them.  And he still landed that plane.  And I thought, “Oh, 

no.  Here’s going to be hamburger all over the meadow.”  

But for some reason, he didn’t seem perturbed or upset or 

excited at all.  He just landed the plane. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: My dad has that a lot.  We don’t so 

much here, but over -- his runway is right by the house.  

Right by the house.  And so the horses and stuff are there 

a lot, and then also a lot of deer and antelope are on his 

just because -- and so he’s got to almost always buzz the 
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runway, make sure it’s clear, and then come around and 

land, so. 

JUNGE: So, would you say that flying is essential to this 

operation, Lisa? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It is for the way we manage it, yeah.  

Because we are a family [00:28:00] operation.  If -- with 

this size of a place, if we didn’t have the ability to fly, 

I think we’d have to have hired hands and a lot more people 

to help us do the work.  And we don’t.  We try to keep it 

just the family.  Keep our overhead as low as possible. 

JUNGE: Is she all right? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Lavoye?  Don’t do that, please.  Can 

you shut that and let her swing? 

LAVOYE: No.  I just (inaudible). 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Excuse me. 

JUNGE: Yes, go ahead. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Honey?  You’ve got to let her swing, 

OK?  Thank you.  Now, don’t put that stuff in her mouth, 

OK?  Hi.  Hi.  Hi.  Uh-oh. 

JUNGE: It’s all right.  Go ahead and take care of her.  

[00:29:00] 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: What’s wrong?  What’s wrong?  You’re 

not writing on yourself, are you?  Don’t put that in your 
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mouth.  Don’t put that in your mouth, please.  Don’t choke 

on it.  Thank you. 

JUNGE: She’s awake now. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah.  Thanks to her older sister.  We 

have a hard time leaving things alone. 

JUNGE: My -- I have two granddaughters in Denver.  Dan has 

two girls.  And the oldest one is [00:30:00] six going on 

seven and very independent, very smart.  Very ornery 

sometimes and her younger sister is just a delight.  She’s 

-- I shouldn’t say this -- she’s a little homely.  But you 

know what?  She’s going to be beautiful.  I can just tell.  

But she’s homely now.  She’s got those rolls of fat.  And 

her hair -- it sticks straight up and then drop off like a 

waterfall.  But this baby is cute. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Sometimes.  She’s -- it’s at the point 

where she doesn’t know what her hands are doing.  She 

scratches herself so bad.  Eats herself up, huh? 

JUNGE: Anyway, the older sister, I told her one time.  I 

said, “Harper” -- Harper and Rae -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, nice. 

JUNGE: And I said, “Harper, that baby really likes you.  She 

-- did you notice how she looks at you?”  And she goes, 

“Yeah, I know.”  So she -- they get along [00:31:00] really 

good, but I’m sure that they have their little tiffs.  But 
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the baby -- I don’t know how this baby will be, but the 

baby seems to not mind anything. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: That’s good. 

JUNGE: I mean, really, even temperamentally, and always -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: So, is the baby a baby baby, so they’re 

-- 

JUNGE: Ten months. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, wow.  So, they got a little spread 

there. 

JUNGE: Yeah.  Ten months and six years.  Well, his wife, 

Erin, wanted to have one more kid and I don’t think he 

really did.  So, they had one more and then he took care of 

that -- any future problems. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Would you like some more coffee?  Are 

you out of coffee? 

JUNGE: Well, you take care of the baby. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, that’s fine.  I’m used to multi-

tasking. 

JUNGE: I would recommend your cooking -- or baking.  Thank 

you.  So, now, [00:32:00] is the baby up for the duration?  

For the morning? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah, she’ll be up for a few hours, 

probably, now. 

JUNGE: Do you think you can put her back in her swing? 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup. 

JUNGE: Are you sure? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah. 

JUNGE: Lanai, right? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup. 

JUNGE: L-A-N-A-I? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Uh-huh.  Just like the island, yes. 

JUNGE: What’s her temperament? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: She’s not too bad.  I don’t know.  Her 

and Lavoye are about the same.  High maintenance -- I think 

they’re high maintenance, but -- I wasn’t really around a 

lot of kids growing up, so it’s been an adjustment. 

JUNGE: Really?  I thought you -- well, your brother and 

sisters. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Brother and sisters and that was about 

it, yeah. 

JUNGE: She’s focusing.  She’s -- see, they -- she’s looking 

at you.  She’s looking at you.  She’s looking at me.  She’s 

trying to figure out who this is.  And I wonder sometimes 

if they can actually see clearly. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I know it.  [00:33:0] I know it. 

JUNGE: Because as I understand it, babi-- now, how old is 

she? 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: She’s four months.  She just turned 

four months.  So, she’s probably pretty, pretty clear, but 

-- I’m going to -- let’s see. 

JUNGE: You do what you have to do. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I might take just a quick break if you 

don’t mind and feed her a little bit -- 

JUNGE: Go ahead.  Go ahead.  Lavoye and I will just talk, 

right? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: OK. 

LAVOYE: Yeah. 

JUNGE: OK.  Here.  You want to play with the microphone? 

LAVOYE: Mm-hmm. 

JUNGE: Let’s -- OK.  Come on over here. 

LAVOYE: OK. 

JUNGE: Now, I have to put this on you.  All right.  Here.  

Right there.  OK.  Now.  Now, you can’t touch it because if 

you touch it it’ll go (static noises). 

LAVOYE: OK. 

JUNGE: All right.  So.  Oh, I guess we were recording.  OK.  

So, I’m going to ask you some questions and then we’re 

going to play it back, right? 

LAVOYE: OK. 

JUNGE: Wait a minute.  Let me stop this. 

END OF AUDIO FILE PART 
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OH-3005, Part 3, Lisa Shepperson-Garnhart, 4-16-14, WY In Flight 

JUNGE: [00:00:00] OK.  Oh, don’t touch it.  Don’t touch it.  

OK.  So.  What is your name? 

LAVOYE: Lavoye. 

JUNGE: Lavoye.  And what is your last name? 

LAVOYE: Lavoye. 

JUNGE: Lavoye.  And how old are you, Lavoye? 

LAVOYE: Three. 

JUNGE: Three? 

LAVOYE: Yeah. 

JUNGE: When’s your birthday? 

LAVOYE: March 11. 

JUNGE: March 11? 

LAVOYE: Yeah. 

JUNGE: You just turned three. 

LAVOYE: Yeah. 

JUNGE: What did you do on your birthday? 

LAVOYE: I went to see [Jace?] on my birthday and to see 

(inaudible) and -- 

JUNGE: Did you get presents? 

LAVOYE: Yes. 

JUNGE: What did you get? 

LAVOYE: (inaudible) [00:01:00] and -- 

JUNGE: And a what? 
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LAVOYE: (inaudible) 

JUNGE: Oh, OK.  Did you have cake? 

LAVOYE: Yes. 

JUNGE: And candles? 

LAVOYE: Yes. 

JUNGE: And did you blow out the candles? 

LAVOYE: Yes. 

JUNGE: Who went to your party?  Was your mom there? 

LAVOYE: Yeah, and (inaudible) too. 

JUNGE: Do you ride a horse? 

LAVOYE: Yeah. 

JUNGE: You do?  Tell me, what’s your horse’s name. 

LAVOYE: [Taboy?]. 

JUNGE: And is it [00:02:00] a nice horse? 

LAVOYE: Yeah.  [inaudible] and blue eyes. 

JUNGE: Blue eyes. 

LAVOYE: Yeah.   

JUNGE: Oh.  Where do you ride your horse? 

LAVOYE: At the (inaudible) trail and the Mama trails and we 

ride the horse. 

JUNGE: Yes.  So, you’re watching this big TV in the house.  

What’s your favorite program? 

LAVOYE: (inaudible) 
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JUNGE: OK, now you know your mother’s going to have to 

translate all this for me. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: (laughs) 

LAVOYE: Yes. 

JUNGE: OK.  So, what time [00:03:00] is your bedtime? 

LAVOYE: 8:00. 

JUNGE: 8:00. 

LAVOYE: Yeah. 

JUNGE: Do you take naps? 

LAVOYE: What? 

JUNGE: Do you take a nap? 

LAVOYE: Yeah. 

JUNGE: You know, in daytime, do you sleep? 

LAVOYE: In my bed. 

JUNGE: In your bed.  Right.  Now, you got -- you have a new 

baby sister. 

LAVOYE: Yes. 

JUNGE: What’s her name? 

LAVOYE: Lanai. 

JUNGE: Lanai.  Do you like her? 

LAVOYE: Yeah. 

JUNGE: What’s -- why do you like her? 

LAVOYE: Because it makes me so sad. 

JUNGE: She makes you sad? 
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LAVOYE: Yeah. 

JUNGE: Or she makes you glad? 

LAVOYE: Clap. 

JUNGE: Oh, OK.  She makes you clap. 

LAVOYE: Yeah.  And takes a nap. 

JUNGE: OK.  So is she going to ride a horse, too, someday? 

LAVOYE: Oh, I like it [over there?] and I ride a horse.  

[00:04:00] 

JUNGE: Yes.  Is she going to ride a horse, too? 

LAVOYE: Yeah, someday.  (inaudible) horse because a mama horse 

and in their older buy a horse -- 

JUNGE: You’re getting older now.  You’re three.  You’re going 

to be going to school in a year or two.  Oops, gesundheit. 

LAVOYE: Yeah. 

JUNGE: You’re going to go to school. 

LAVOYE: Yeah.  That’s what -- Mama be cool now and -- 

JUNGE: You know what we’re going to do?  Someday we’re going 

to take this tape and you can listen to it with your 

boyfriend. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: (laughs) 

LAVOYE: Yes. 

JUNGE: What do you think about that? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: When you’re 40. 

JUNGE: When you’re 40. 
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LAVOYE: Yeah. 

JUNGE: Oooh, that’s pretty old.  [00:05:00] How do you like 

this house?  Do you like this house? 

LAVOYE: Yeah. 

JUNGE: What do you like about this house? 

LAVOYE: Hmm.  Mommy, what kind is your house, Mommy? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Do you like your bedroom? 

LAVOYE: Yes.  You want to see my bedroom? 

JUNGE: Well, you can’t go with the microphone attached to 

you.  Yeah, I’ll go see your bedroom.  Let me ask you.  

What’s your favorite food? 

LAVOYE: Macaroni and cheese, and strawberries, and 

blueberries. 

JUNGE: Macaroni and cheese, strawberries, and blueberries? 

LAVOYE: Yes. 

JUNGE: Do you eat cereal? 

LAVOYE: Yes. 

JUNGE: OK.  Will your mother let you eat candy? 

LAVOYE: No. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: (laughs) 

JUNGE: Why? 

LAVOYE: Because I’ll make me sad. 

JUNGE: It’ll make you sad?  I think that’s -- your mother’s 

smart.  That’s right. 
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LAVOYE: Yeah. 

JUNGE: Yeah.  [00:06:00] And what does your dad do?  What 

does he do? 

LAVOYE: Well, Dad and -- 

JUNGE: Is he working? 

LAVOYE: Yes. 

JUNGE: OK. 

LAVOYE: Oh, and (inaudible) broke down. 

JUNGE: He broke down? 

LAVOYE: Yeah, and a (inaudible). 

JUNGE: Really?  Is he OK, though? 

LAVOYE: Yeah.  I think so. 

JUNGE: Are you a good helper? 

LAVOYE: Yeah.  Mommy, I’ve got a microphone on my shirt. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: OK.  Did you do a good job? 

LAVOYE: Yes. 

JUNGE: She did a really good job. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I didn’t bother you, huh, so now can 

you let me finish up? 

LAVOYE: No, I’m working. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, you’re working?  OK.  I’ll let you 

finish, OK? 

JUNGE: OK.  I have a few more questions and then we’re all 

done, OK? 
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LAVOYE: OK. 

JUNGE: Do you have pets? 

LAVOYE: No. 

JUNGE: I thought you had cats. 

LAVOYE: Yeah, cats.  [00:07:00] 

JUNGE: Do you know their names? 

LAVOYE: Mamie and [Calawisher?] and Boo-boo and Dada and 

[Baddle?] and (inaudible). 

JUNGE: Whoa.  You have that many cats? 

LAVOYE: Yeah. 

JUNGE: Who feeds them? 

LAVOYE: Oh.  Cat food and water. 

JUNGE: Oh.  OK.  Do they drink milk? 

LAVOYE: Do they drink milk? 

JUNGE: Do they like to hunt mice? 

LAVOYE: No.  [One they?] eat mice too and they -- and spiders 

eat -- what do spiders eat? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Flies.  [00:08:00] 

LAVOYE: Flies. 

JUNGE: Really? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Spiders eat flies. 

LAVOYE: Spiders eat flies.  And snakes eat snails. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Snakes eat mice. 

JUNGE: OK.  So, you know -- 
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LAVOYE: Snakes eat mice. 

JUNGE: OK.  You are -- did you know you’re smart? 

LAVOYE: Yes. 

JUNGE: OK.  Can we let your mama talk now? 

LAVOYE: Yes. 

JUNGE: OK.  Thank you.  She’ll take that off. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Thank you, honey.  You did really good. 

JUNGE: Oh, she did great.  We’re going to play this back -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Probably better than me. 

JUNGE: -- in a very embarrassing moment. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: (laughs)  Watch yourself.  OK. 

JUNGE: No, I don’t think it’ll be embarrassing.  I think 

she’ll get a kick -- big kick -- I’ve never interviewed a 

three-year-old that long.  She is -- she is smart. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Smart aleck, most of the time. 

JUNGE: (laughs)  We got eight minutes [00:09:00] with her.  

On tape.  I’ll send you a copy of this. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: That’d be great.  It will be, for me. 

JUNGE: OK.  I was going to ask you about -- where did we stop 

at?  We were talking about the Citabria and flying, and you 

said you want to learn instruments. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah, I think that would be very -- 

JUNGE: Oh, I was going to ask you.  How -- you’ve got 120,000 

acres.  Is it all deeded or leased or -- 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: About half and half.  It’s some federal 

BLM, some state, and some deeded. 

JUNGE: OK.  No national forest out here. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Nope. 

JUNGE: All right.  How long does it take you to fly this 

ranch? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Well, we don’t fly the whole thing 

almost ever.  We have our cows in certain pastures so we 

usually just fly the pastures that we’re in or the pasture 

that we’re going to.  We don’t fly -- usually go fly for an 

hour, at most two, but usually an hour, hour and a half, 

and you’ve got everything checked that you need to. 

JUNGE: Where do you get your gas? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: At -- Dad has a gas tank at his hangar 

there. 

JUNGE: Like a 500-gallon, or -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Mm-hmm.  [00:10:00] 

JUNGE: OK.  So that’ll last you for the winter? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It just depends.  I don’t know.  That’s 

his job.  (laughs) 

JUNGE: You don’t worry about things like gas. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: No, I don’t. 

JUNGE: Well, and if it sits there and loses octane, you’re 

not going to know that, either. 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Nope.  Nope.  That’s why when you’re 

going your pre-check, you check the fuel and make sure 

there’s no water in it and all that good stuff. 

JUNGE: That’s part of the preflight? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup.  Yup. 

JUNGE: So, is your ranch like -- does it follow the creek?  

Or is there a creek here? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: There are several creeks here.  There’s 

Salt Creek, Castle Creek -- 

JUNGE: [Keypod?] Creek? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Uh-huh. 

JUNGE: OK.  So, does the ranch more or less follow those 

tributaries, or does it -- is it a square?  I doubt whether 

it’s a square. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’s very irregularly shaped.  But 

yeah, we go along all of those creeks and then jut out in 

certain areas and up to Johnson County and we have a little 

parcel in Converse County and we trail to the mountain.  

There’s a pasture up there.  So -- [00:11:00] 

JUNGE: If you were going to take your plane from one corner 

to the furthest other corner, how many miles would you go? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: That’s a good question.  I don’t know 

because, like I said, we have a parcel of land on top of 

the Pine Ridge over here that’s in Converse County and then 
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where we trail our cows to up on the Bighorn, actually is 

in part of Washakie County.  So it’s quite a distance. 

JUNGE: Washakie’s on the west face of the Bighorn. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Mm-hmm. 

JUNGE: OK.  We’re at the tail end of the Bighorns, aren’t we? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah, so we trail over the top, then. 

JUNGE: Oh, is there a cattle trail there? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: There’s a stock driveway that trails 

from here -- it’s a 33-mile stock driveway that we hit and 

trail up there.  It takes -- oh, anywhere from around ten 

days to two weeks depending on how many cattle you have and 

how much help you have and how the water situation is and 

the grass and all that jazz. 

JUNGE: Do you drive the cattle -- help drive cattle? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: The family does, and it [00:12:00] -- 

like I said, it depends on who’s available.  If my brother 

isn’t rodeoing, he’s there.  And if I’m not with the kids 

or working down here in the oil field, then I’ll help.  

There’s been years I’ll take a herd, or there’s years my 

sister, Lynn, and her family will take the herd.  And my 

folks go almost every year.  They really enjoy it.  And 

it’s -- you work hard.  You get up very early in the 

morning and trail while it’s cool.  You let them sit in the 

afternoon.  Water up and then trail again in the evenings.  
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But there’s also some good times.  You get to go up and go 

fishing and have a good fish fry and sit around the 

campfire and sing -- 

JUNGE: Where do you fish? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Up on the Powder River. 

JUNGE: On the south fork? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Mm-hmm. 

JUNGE: Wait a minute. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Middle fork.  Middle fork, Powder 

River. 

JUNGE: In Outlaw Canyon?  In that area? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Mm-hmm. 

JUNGE: I’ve been up there fishing -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Or [Barsee?] Creek.  There’s several 

different creeks that you can go fishing in. 

JUNGE: What’s it called? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Barsee Creek. 

JUNGE: Oh, the Barsee.  Yeah.  Wait a minute.  You trail -- 

OK, you trail with cattle in the morning.  Then you rest 

them up and you trail them at night.  And then you start a 

campfire.  And you sing around the campfire. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah, my dad plays [00:13:00] the 

guitar and so we’ll sing western songs and tell wild west 

tales and just have fun.  There’s no TV, so it’s kind of 
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like it was back in the old days.  You got to make your own 

entertainment.  Play horseshoes, do whatever.  Play cards. 

JUNGE: That’s hard for me to believe.  I mean, it’s almost 

like too real.  Too perfect.  But that’s great.  You 

mentioned you work in town?  In Midwest? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: My husband, as I mentioned earlier, has 

a contracting business, and so he has welders, roustabouts, 

vac trucks -- 

JUNGE: What kind of trucks? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Vac trucks.  Vacuum trucks.  And so 

they use it to suck oil or haul mud and water or whatever 

they need for the rigs.  So I do the books for that also. 

JUNGE: So you’re the bookkeeper. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah. 

JUNGE: But you also mentioned over the phone that you did 

some driving.  Don’t you drive a vehicle? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yeah.  Yeah.  If people need parts, 

[00:14:00] I run out of town and get a part and take it out 

to a broke down back trucker, to the welders, or whatever 

they need. 

JUNGE: Do you ever fly to do that? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I haven’t because most of the time, 

you’re right in the oil field and it’s pretty chaotic there 
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during the week.  There’s -- I think there’s over 1,000 

people that work in the Salt Creek Oil Field right now. 

JUNGE: Is it diminishing or growing or staying the same? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’s been growing the last -- oh, five 

or ten years.  Ever since Anadarko started the CO2 flood.  

It really perked up and so it’s been pretty crazy, and I 

think it will be staying fairly crazy for the next, maybe 

five years or so. 

JUNGE: Until the oil’s gone, you mean? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I don’t know if they’ll ever get all 

the oil.  I think as the technology changes, there’ll be 

new ways to get more oil, but -- 

JUNGE: Who knows, huh? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Who knows, yup. 

JUNGE: So, Anadarko, you said, is now in control of the old 

naval reserve? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: No, it’s in charge of the Salt Creek 

Oil Field.  The old naval reserve is called [00:15:00] the 

Rocky Mountain Oil Field Testing Center.  It’s still owned 

by the Department of Energy but it is going to sell this 

summer and -- 

JUNGE: To Anadarko? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I don’t know.  It’s going to take 

somebody like that to be able to buy it, some fairly big 
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player, but I don’t know if Anadarko’s interested or not.  

I haven’t heard, but -- 

JUNGE: But you must have some premonition as to how that’ll 

affect you. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I think Anadarko would be interested.  

I -- like I said, I don’t know.  But I would think they 

would be.  I think it would tie in nicely with everything 

they’ve done here at Salt Creek, but -- 

JUNGE: Is that going to affect you?  Are you goi-- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yeah, it’ll affect us because 

they’re our neighbors.  It’s just right here.  They’re our 

next-door neighbors.  Right over this hill is the Naval 

Petroleum Reserve.  You can see the main road right on top 

of the hill there.  That’s our neighbor. 

JUNGE: OK.  I’m looking out the kitchen windows here.  Am I 

looking south -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: East. 

JUNGE: East? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Mm-hmm. 

JUNGE: OK.  OK.  Well, does that mean you’re going to have 

neighbors right next door to you here? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I don’t know that anybody’ll live 

there, but (laughs) a lot of people working [00:16:00] 

there, maybe. 
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JUNGE: Why did you choose this location right here for a 

home? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: The -- in this area, there’s not a lot 

of places to put a home that have good water, electricity, 

and phone line.  So this location was ideal because it had 

the old town of Lavoye.  It actually had another homestead 

on here also -- a guy that lived here before we purchased 

it.  And so it had -- the city water line runs right 

through here.  The Casper water line goes to Midwest so we 

had a tap here to where I had endless supply of wonderful 

water.  There’s electricity which, as you know, is -- to 

try to run electricity it’s about $40,000 a mile if you’re 

going to run electricity, so having electricity here was 

huge.  I also had a phone line here.  So I had all the 

utilities, and so that was our main reason for -- 

JUNGE: Locating right here. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup, locating here. 

JUNGE: What about internet? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup, internet was here.  Phone line.  

It’s a DSL [00:17:00] with a phone line, so mm-hmm. 

JUNGE: So you’re basically in touch with the rest of the 

world. 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes.  I’m very lucky here, whereas my 

folks, they have never had a landline phone and still 

don’t, so -- 

JUNGE: I thought -- oh, they don’t have a landline phone? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: They do not.  It’s a -- it’s called a 

Telular.  So it’s basically a cellular, but it’s kind of a 

more permanent with a big booster and stuff in their home, 

but they have never had a landline phone.  And actually our 

neighbors to the south of us still don’t have electricity 

on their place. 

JUNGE: Come on, Lisa. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Seriously.  They have a -- they finally 

-- oh, I don’t know -- five or six years ago got one of the 

wind generators.  But no.  Out there, there’s not a lot of 

utilities.  And that’s tough. 

JUNGE: How does anybody survive without electricity? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: They have a gas refrigerator, one of 

those tiny little gas refrigerators, and they bought a 

special modular home that has the gas and stuff in it and -

- it’s tough.  They’re tough.  [00:18:00] 

JUNGE: Propane, in other words.  They’re on propane. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Mm-hmm. 

JUNGE: And they get propane delivered to them. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes. 
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JUNGE: But they don’t run their electrical -- they don’t have 

a generator, then. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: They have a generator that they do run 

at times, yes. 

JUNGE: So they can read a book besides -- the light, not a 

lantern. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah. 

JUNGE: That’s unbelievable. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: But that just happened recently.  When 

I was growing up, their kids were my age and when they were 

growing up, they didn’t have that.  They didn’t have a 

generator.  It was truly the lamps, the oil lamps and 

stuff. 

JUNGE: Did they have an outdoor john or running water or -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: They do have running water.  Yup. 

JUNGE: They have a well in other words. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes. 

JUNGE: OK.  Why don’t you have a wind generator here? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Don’t need one. 

JUNGE: Wouldn’t it be cheaper? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I don’t know, actually. 

JUNGE: Does this wind blow through here quite a bit? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes.  The wind blows a lot.  Yes.  We -

- when we built this house, we did the whole geothermal 
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system, so our heating and cooling costs aren’t very much.  

So our electricity, it’s not huge here.  [00:19:00] 

JUNGE: Geo -- what do you mean, “geothermal”? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: My husband could explain it way better 

than I can, but basically it has -- you go so many feet 

underground and the ground stays a constant, I think, 55 

degrees and so what we do is we run lines and I think it’s 

full of -- oh, gosh, I don’t even know.  I want to -- it’s 

not methane.  Anyways, the line’s down there and it has the 

radiant heat and it just basically continues to circulate 

so it keeps your house a constant 55 degrees no matter 

what.  So then when you’re trying to heat it or cool it, 

you’re not going from 0 to 70 degrees to heat it, you’re 

going from 55 to 70, so your heating and cooling costs are 

a lot less. 

JUNGE: So, where is the heat coming from right now?  From 

under the floor? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes.  On the basement. 

JUNGE: So you have pipes or -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: All through the floor of the basement, 

there’s all those coils of pipes.  Little plastic pipe all 

through it, and the garage, and everywhere.  It’s radiant. 

JUNGE: So this -- the bottom of this floor where [00:20:00] 

we’re sitting on right now, this is going to be kept warm.  
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So your baby can crawl around on a floor without a problem.  

You’ve got the best of all the worlds, do you know that? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: We tried to be as green as we could and 

efficient as we could.  This house we built in 2010, so it 

hasn’t been here that long. 

JUNGE: Do you eat your own beef? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yeah.  We have sold our cattle -- 

our calves to the same people for probably the last 20 

years.  It’s called Bledsoe Cattle Company down in Wray, 

Colorado.  Wonderful people.  And they always fatten up the 

beef for us and then have it processed and bring it up to 

us and it’s wonderful. 

JUNGE: I’ll bet.  It’s grass-fed? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Actually, no.  It is corn-fed in the 

feed lot.  We have had -- do eat plenty of grass-fed, too.  

If we run out, we’ll butcher roping steers or a crippled 

heifer or something that have had plenty of grass fed as 

well.  So.  I like them both.  They both have their pros 

and cons. 

JUNGE: And what about [00:21:00] sheep and mutton? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: We do eat sheep and pork and anything 

that moves around here.  Antelope, deer.  My husband hunts.  

We have a moose in the freezer right now.  We eat it all. 

JUNGE: Fish? 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup.  Oh, yeah.  Love to fish.  The 

best way to have fish is right over the campfire the day -- 

that night after you’ve caught them.  Yup. 

JUNGE: With or without salt, they’re going to be good. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup. 

JUNGE: Well, we -- didn’t I come over here to talk about 

flying? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: (laughs) 

JUNGE: How many people like you do you know?  Women ranchers 

who fly? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: My sister. 

JUNGE: Again, her name is -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Lynn. 

JUNGE: Lynn, yeah.  All right. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I’m trying to think.  I don’t know very 

many women pilots around here. 

JUNGE: Or in the aviation business at all. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah, I’m drawing a blank.  I don’t 

know of any.  There’s a lot of ranchers around here that 

fly, but most all of them are men. 

JUNGE: Isn’t that [00:22:00] interesting?  How do you look at 

that? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I don’t know.  I think women -- it’s 

hard.  It’s hard to balance everything, especially since 
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I’ve had the kids.  It’s hard to make time for everything 

and when you go flying, they always talk about us having a 

sterile cockpit and stuff, and it’s hard to put all that 

stuff aside.  All your kids, all your worries, and really 

do concentrate on your flying.  So I don’t know if that’s 

part of it or what because it’s -- I think it’s so 

wonderful and so enjoyable.  I’m not sure why more of them 

don’t. 

JUNGE: Isn’t it a little unusual, then, if you don’t know 

anybody around here that flies, or a woman to fly? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Probably, yeah.  Probably a little 

unusual but I grew up that if a guy can do it, I can 

probably do it better.  (laughs) 

JUNGE: Is that true? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I don’t know about that, but I can at 

least do it.  Like I said, Dad raised us to be very 

independent girls. 

JUNGE: How long do you think you’ll continue to fly, now that 

you have two kids?  [00:23:00] 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I think I’ll fly my whole life.  I 

really do.  That’s something I enjoy.  It’s something that 

helps us and something I hope to do my whole life.  As long 

as I can pass my medical, I guess.  (laughs) 

JUNGE: Well, I don’t see any problems there, do you? 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: No, not until I get old and gray, yeah. 

JUNGE: Well, what do you particularly like about flying? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’s just the freedom and the -- just 

the freedom is the main thing.  You’re just up there and 

seeing everything and doing what you want to do.  I don’t 

know.  There’s just something unique about it.  It’s hard 

to put words to it. 

JUNGE: But it’s an aesthetic experience, then. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes.  Yeah. 

JUNGE: Do you ever dream dreams of flying? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I don’t dream a lot.  I have a four-

month old and when I sleep, I sleep hard.  Unfortunately, 

I’m up four or five times a night still, but when I sleep, 

I sleep hard. 

JUNGE: That’ll be cut down, [00:24:00] we think, to two 

times, maybe one.  Yeah, when they start sleeping twelve 

hours, you’re in luck. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah. 

JUNGE: So, are you going to teach your kids how to fly? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I hope so.  I hope they’re interested 

in it.  We are one of those families that we drag our kids 

everywhere and so when we go on vacation or -- we went to 

Arizona a couple times this winter to go rope and stuff and 

we just take them on the plane with us.  And so they have 
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no trouble flying commercially and Lavoye loves it now.  

I’ve never taken her with me in the small plane yet.  I 

think they need to be old enough to make sure that they’re 

not going to “Oh, Mommy, what’s this?” and you know -- I 

want them to be ready before I do that.  So they haven’t 

went in the small planes with me. 

JUNGE: And I suppose there’s a little psychology where you 

have to make it a special thing if they’re going to fly 

with you? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah, and also, it’s a distraction.  

And like I said, there’s some truth to having a sterile 

cockpit, so when I do go, I’d make sure to have my husband 

to where [00:25:00] I knew they were in good hands and 

under control and I could concentrate on what I’m doing. 

JUNGE: Why wouldn’t you guys, if you’re going to go down to a 

rodeo in Arizona, why wouldn’t you fly your own plane? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Mainly because it just takes a long 

time.  You could get there in one day, but it’d take all 

day.  And for me, right now, with the kids, I -- that’s 

just not possible.  I’ve got to attend to the kids. 

JUNGE: So, you go to -- you fly out of Natrona County? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I fly out of Casper and hop on good old 

United, go to Denver and then down to Phoenix. 
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JUNGE: Where are most of your landings and take-- your 

takeoffs, obviously, are here. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Right here on the ranch, most of the 

landings and takeoffs.  And then, of course, Casper. 

JUNGE: So you’ve been in that -- that’s probably the most -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: That’s our home base, I would say. 

JUNGE: Yeah, yeah.  What other airports have you flown to? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: All over the state, mainly, when I was 

doing my pilot training.  Jamie was very good at making us 

get familiar with the state.  So, Lander, Big Piney, 

Kemmerer, [00:26:00] the one up at Spearfish, Gillette, 

Buffalo, Sheridan, all over the state.  You’d take a check 

ride down at Torrington, so a lot of the smaller airports 

here. 

JUNGE: The one thing I guess I’d be worried about is the 

weather on the other side of, say, if you’re going to go to 

Pinedale, the other side of what?  The Wind Rivers? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Mm-hmm. 

JUNGE: I mean, how do you -- you must be flying south pass or 

something. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah.  Yeah.  Because obviously you 

have the 12,000 foot ceiling and I’ve always wanted to fly 

into Jackson.  I haven’t done that yet.  You’re right up to 

the ceiling.  But yeah, it’s just something -- but with 
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today’s modern technology, we’re so lucky.  You can take 

your iPads and there’s so many applications to help see the 

weather and it’s very accurate compared to what it was 10 

or 15 years ago. 

JUNGE: Yeah.  Have there been any plane wrecks in this area? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Not recently, but yeah, there have 

been.  One of my dad’s real good friends, Gary Gosney, 

[00:27:00] died in an airplane.  And there was a -- they 

were training, in World War II, they were doing some 

training out here and one of those planes wrecked out 

northeast of Edgerton and there’s been a few wrecks. 

JUNGE: I think John Goss at the Veterans’ Memorial Museum, at 

the Natrona County Airport, told me that the people in 

Edgerton actually saw a crash out there.  They watched it 

go down. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup.  Mm-hmm. 

JUNGE: Have you ever found any pieces of planes or bombs or 

anything like that? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I’ve never -- never looked. 

JUNGE: Because they used to shoot antelope from those planes.  

For practice.  In fact, I think Chuck Yeager did it one 

time. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah, and we ranch up on the Powder 

River up out by -- it’s called Sussex, past Linch, it’s 
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called Sussex.  And that’s one of the -- I don’t know if 

it’s (inaudible) Powder, but it’s one of their training 

grounds now, and so you’ll be riding along and all of a 

sudden, there’ll be a fighter jet or one of those big C-

130s [00:28:00] or those big planes.  I mean, they’ll just 

come and all of a sudden, they’re just on you and so low.  

So you get to see a lot of the training going on now. 

JUNGE: So since you fly line-of-sight, there’s plenty of time 

for you to avoid something like that. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes.  And they usually -- I’m sure they 

see me way before I see them. 

JUNGE: Can you make radio contact? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I don’t usually.  Not with the military 

planes.  You know that Anadarko has a plane that flies 

looking for leaks and stuff like that, and a lot of times 

I’ll make contact with him if he’s flying out here.  But 

most of the time, there’s not hardly any traffic. 

JUNGE: Has anybody ever asked you to fly a pipeline? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: No.  I can’t.  I’m not a commercial 

pilot.  I’m just a private pilot. 

JUNGE: Oh.  OK.  That would be for pay and you’d need to get 

a commercial license. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: That’s correct. 

JUNGE: How much would you have to go through to get that? 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I’m not sure.  I’ve never looked into 

it, actually. 

JUNGE: Not interested in it. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: No.  Nope.  I’m busy enough. 

JUNGE: So, what is it like to be a brand new mother of a 

second baby? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Wonderful.  [00:29:00] I grew up in a 

big family and that’s -- I want a big family and that’s why 

you work hard and that’s what life is all about, is family. 

JUNGE: What about your husband?  He feel the same way? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah.  Oh, yeah.  Yup. 

JUNGE: Yeah.  That’s good.  Are you ever going to do any more 

rodeo? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I do rope with him, team rope and stuff 

during the summers and I love that.  It -- I’m a very 

competitive person and so I love the competitive part of 

it.  And that’s about all I’ll do.  And my kids are going 

to start getting older where I’ll be supporting them so I’m 

sure my rodeo career is probably pretty much done.  I’ll be 

supporting them and helping them go to the junior rodeos 

and high school rodeos and -- 

JUNGE: Will they be in 4H and FFA? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: There’s -- when I grew up, there wasn’t 

a 4H club out here.  And then there was for a while and now 
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there’s not again.  So I don’t know if they’ll be in 4H or 

FFA.  It depends on what’s available at Midwest School at 

the time. 

JUNGE: When you go grocery shopping, where do you go? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Casper. 

JUNGE: OK, so you’ve got to drive -- how many miles is that 

again?  Forty? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’s about thirty-five, forty miles, 

yeah. 

JUNGE: From this house.  [00:30:00] 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup. 

JUNGE: So you pretty much stock up for a coup-- you’ve got to 

plan ahead. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah.  I’ve got a big pantry. 

JUNGE: Oh, OK.  And a big deep freeze. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes.  Actually, several of them. 

JUNGE: So right now, you’re in the mom position.  You’re 

raising your kids.  You’re being a wife.  Taking care of 

the home. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup.  And family is -- comes first for 

me.  I was in the legislature until about 2011 and I quit 

that.  And that was one of my loves.  I loved politics.  

And I quit that to raise my kids.  You don’t get any do-

overs with them.  I want -- I don’t want somebody else 
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raising my kids.  I don’t want to send them to daycare 

where I could do some of that stuff.  I want to raise them 

myself, so -- 

JUNGE: Can we talk just a little bit about legislature? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Sure.  Sure. 

JUNGE: Why did you decide to run, and when did you run? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I first ran -- I think it was in 2006.  

Gosh, my -- I have my baby brain going.  I think it was 

2006.  And I just -- 

LAVOYE: Mommy, I did it, [00:31:00] too!  By myself! 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: -- loved being involved in the issues -

- you did?  OK.  I’m almost done, OK, honey?  Just a 

second.  Anyways, just loved being involved in local 

politics.  And so much of it affects us in agriculture, 

some of the policies they were looking at regarding the 

fence in and fence out state and animal health issues and 

stuff like that. 

JUNGE: Tell me about fence in fence out because this has 

always been one of the most -- to me, the most quixotic, or 

what would you say -- ironic laws. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah.  And I’m definitely not an expert 

on it, but the way I understand it is Wyoming is a fence 

out state, but it’s not actually written into law.  It’s 

based on case law and so -- and it goes back to the days of 
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open range as to why it was like that.  So, for instance, 

we have our cattle here on our ranch and if somebody moves 

in and our cows keep getting onto them, it’s mainly their 

responsibility [00:32:00] to fix that fence and keep our 

cows on our property.  Now, of course, us being good 

neighbors, we would go help and fix the fence and keep the 

cows on there too, but as far as case law, cows -- it’s a 

fence out situation.  So anyways, I might have said that 

wrong there.  Anyways, but there’s a lot of that affects 

agriculture and things are changing now where you’re 

getting so many of the hobby ranchers who are raising 

unique animals: yaks, llamas, some of that stuff, and so 

the environment’s changing and they’re really taking a hard 

look at some of that and seeing what they need to do to 

keep things clean and make sure everybody’s good neighbors 

in the future. 

JUNGE: Yeah, what I understood about it was that OK, if a 

woman had a little garden next to her house and the 

neighbor’s cattle got in and tromped it to bits, it was her 

responsibility to keep those cattle out. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: That’s right. 

JUNGE: And that can only [00:33:00] be passed by somebody in 

the stockgrowers, right? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah.  Yeah.  Yeah. 
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JUNGE: They have the same kind of law in minerals.  If 

somebody wants to drill a well here, all they have to do is 

pay a trespass fee and be 350 feet away from your house, 

and they can drill a well right here. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: That’s correct.  Because the mineral 

estate does take precedence over the surface estate.  

That’s correct. 

JUNGE: And that’s just like almost -- I mean, there’s a 

parallel between the fence out law and that -- what do you 

call that? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: The mineral estate. 

JUNGE: The mineral estate.  Don’t you see that -- as a 

legislator now -- don’t you see that as a little bit 

unfair? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It depends.  We, on our ranch, we only 

own the surface.  And so we have had good and bad 

experiences with -- dealing with mineral estates.  There 

are good and bad companies with everything and so -- it’s 

just the way it is. 

JUNGE: But you’ve got a vested interest because you have oil 

under this property. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: We do have oil under the property, but 

we don’t own any of the minerals, [00:34:00] and so we -- 

we don’t.  That’s -- yup. 
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JUNGE: I am shocked. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I know it.  That’s -- so, we deal with 

-- in fact, we’re dealing with an oil company now who has 

been very tough to deal with.  They don’t take care of the 

land, they’ve let some of the weld leak, they’ve tore up 

roads, and the repercussions for that -- almost nothing.  

We don’t have a lot of leg to stand on, as surface owners.  

And so it’s really tough at times. 

JUNGE: Well, do you have oil companies leasing your oil 

property?  Do you have oil leases? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: On a very small part of our place, we 

do.  Yup. 

JUNGE: OK, so there, it would beneficial for you. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes.  But like I said, that’s maybe 

1/100th of the place.  Ninety-nine percent of our place, we 

don’t own any of the minerals.  We don’t have any of that.  

We just are the surface owners. 

JUNGE: If you’re -- were you in the legislature to do 

something about that?  [00:35:00] I mean, was that one of 

your objectives, to -- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I got in the legislature right -- when 

I was a freshman, they were finishing up the Split Estate 

Act.  And so I got just kind of the tail end of that, and 

yeah, that was -- it was a very hot-button issue that I 
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wanted to be a part of.  I think for the most part, it 

turned out fairly good for both sides.  It’s just one of 

the -- 

JUNGE: What was your pet issue? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I didn’t really have a pet issue.  I 

wanted to represent my district, and my district is full of 

agriculture, but it also takes in the northern part of 

Casper, Bar Nunn, and part of Mills and north Casper which 

is full of hunters.  And I really enjoy hunting and I want 

our younger generation to continue to hunt.  I think people 

being outdoors, out of the city, is good and healthy for 

everybody.  And so I really tried to work with the Game and 

Fish.  I was on the Travel, Rec, and Wildlife Committee 

[00:36:00] and really enjoyed that to try to work with 

landowners and hunters to have good relationships. 

JUNGE: So, your constituents are mainly Bar Nunn, then, 

right?  Isn’t that where most of the people are? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yeah. 

JUNGE: So, when you go politicking, what do you do? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I went door-to-door some.  I just was 

active in the community.  Went to some of their meetings 

and stuff.  But I know most of the people in the area.  

I’ve been here forever and they know the good and the bad, 

unfortunately, so there wasn’t a lot to hide. 
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JUNGE: Well, how did they view you?  As a real right-winger?  

A liberal moderate?  Liberal Republican?  Moderate 

Republican?  Conservative Republican? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I would say I’m a Republican with a 

Libertarian streak.  I am Republican and conservative in 

fiscal matters, but on some of the other matters, I just 

think government needs to stay completely out of it.  

[00:37:00] Some of the healthcare stuff -- there’s always 

issues with abortion and stuff like that.  It’s none of the 

government’s business.  Just stay out of it.  But on fiscal 

matters, I’m very conservative.  I’m all for the smaller 

government, less wasteful spending -- 

JUNGE: Would you have agreed with Sue Wallis that we should 

legalize pot? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I didn’t read that bill, so for medical 

purposes, with her husband in particular, yeah.  I 

definitely understood and empathized with her situation.  

It was very hard for him.  I really respected and admired 

Sue.  We worked together on a lot of stuff whether -- and 

with the horse industry and things like that.  She was a 

wonderful, wonderful person and I definitely empathized 

with her.  But like I said, I didn’t ever read her exact 

bill to know the particulars of it.  But medical marijuana, 

yeah.  I think there’s definitely some pros for that. 
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JUNGE: OK.  Well, that pretty much wraps up your [00:38:00] 

philosophy.  How many years did you serve? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Five or six years, because I did quit 

mid-term.  I was in session and I think it was 2011.  I was 

nine months pregnant with Lavoye.  The session got done the 

end of February and I had Lavoye March 11th.  So it was a 

tough session for me.  And I did stay through part of the 

summer and when I realized the committee meetings were 

going to be very hard for me to go to with a young baby, 

that’s when I said I’m going to have to step down, so.  And 

maybe eventually once the kids are gone and things settle 

down, I’ll get back into it. 

JUNGE: You could be the first woman governor. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Well, I don’t know about that.  I would 

never be the first woman governor.  We already had the 

first woman governor. 

JUNGE: Well, OK.  First elected in her own right -- no, that 

was Nellie Tayloe Ross. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yes. 

JUNGE: She took over when her husband died and then I think -

- 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Then she was elected. 

JUNGE: She got re-elected.  OK.  But in modern times, 

relatively modern times, in the twenty-first century, you 
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would be -- well, I think [00:39:00] you would be the first 

unless Cindy Hill gets it. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: That’s true.  That’s going to be tough.  

I’m kind of a Matt Mead fan at this point.  I think he’s 

done a wonderful job for the state.  His family is multiple 

generation here, and I think he really has worked hard for 

the good of the entire state.  He’s done a good job. 

JUNGE: How about his predecessors who are democrats? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I actually got along great with 

Governor Dave Freudenthal.  We always had some friendly 

spats, but he was very independent and I really, really 

worked well with him and enjoyed him. 

JUNGE: And what about Geringer? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I didn’t work with him.  I didn’t know 

him.  So. 

JUNGE: Oh, you were too young at that time. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Yup.  Yup. 

JUNGE: Yeah.  So, how old will these kids have to be before 

you decide to go back into politics? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, it -- it’s hard to say.  Just 

depends on what they get into, how active we are, and -- I 

don’t know.  It just depends on -- [00:40:00] 

JUNGE: Would you like to? 
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SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Oh, yes.  I love politics.  I really 

enjoy it. 

JUNGE: What is it about politics that you like? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: I think it’s almost like rodeos.  It’s 

the competition, it’s the comradery, but it’s also 

protecting our state and keeping it forever west.  We are 

the cowboy state.  We want to stay proud of our heritage 

and who we are and we don’t want to turn into something 

that we’re not.  I want to keep things the way they are and 

fight for our independence. 

JUNGE: OK.  I think we’re done.  Are we done, Lavoye? 

LAVOYE: Yes. 

JUNGE: Yes.  Who says so? 

LAVOYE: We’re not done yet.  We have to do more doing. 

JUNGE: We have to do more do-- more of us? 

LAVOYE: Yeah. 

JUNGE: Why? 

LAVOYE: Because it’ll make me sad. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: It’ll make you sad, huh?  [00:41:00] 

JUNGE: Well, I have had such a good time talking with you and 

your mother.  This has been fun.  Do you want to say any 

more words into that microphone? 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: Don’t touch it.  Just say, “Thank you, 

Mark.” 
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LAVOYE: Thank you, Mark. 

SHEPPERSON-GARNHART: (laughs) 

JUNGE: OK. 

END OF AUDIO FILE PART 


